
by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

A pair of Westlake students, 
Grace Baker and Alyssa Grut-
tadauria, have started their 

own projects to help the Kiwanis 
raise funds for the Westlake Police 
Department’s mission of acquiring 
police dogs.

Grace is a fifth-grader at Dover 
Intermediate School who bakes and 
sells her own dog treats in order to 
donate to the Kiwanis’ efforts. 

Alyssa is a sophomore at West-
lake High School and is represent-
ing Northern Ohio at this year’s Miss 
America’s Outstanding Teen program 
and will compete in June during Miss 
Ohio Scholarship Pageant week in 
Mansfield. 

The teen competition awards 
scholarships based on community 
service, grades, talent and public-
speaking ability. As her volunteer 
service platform, Alyssa chose the 
need for more police dogs in order 
to help deal with the current heroin 
epidemic. She created Project K-9 in 

hopes of helping to raise awareness 
and funds for Westlake to add to their 
K-9 unit, and she will be promoting 
her project at various Kiwanis events 
in addition to running fundraisers of 
her own. 

If interested in adding to the 
Kiwanis’ ongoing effort to help the 
police K-9 unit, please send dona-
tions in any amount to Mr. Ray 
Budoi, Westlake Kiwanis, 23247 May-
belle Drive, Westlake, Ohio 44145. 

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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by FRED GREEN

Peace comes at a price that our 
veterans have paid on more 
than one occasion. Often we 

all take for granted what our vet-
erans have done. The Veterans of 
Foreign Wars consistently strive to 
help our military family but also pro-
mote education and awareness in 
the community through American-
ism, POW/MIA awareness, safety, 
community activities, church and 
Scout support, and love of our flag 
and country.

Bay Village VFW Post 9693 has 
proudly associated with Bay Vil-
lage, Westlake and the West Shore 

VFW to hold 
‘Buddy Poppy’ 
fundraiser this 
month
VFW Post 9693  
will honor the 
sacrifices of veterans
by selling the Buddy Poppy 
for fundraising.

Unity 
responds 
to human 
trafficking
by SHARON FEDOR

You’ve heard this recommen-
dation for living your best 
life, and will likely hear it 

again: “Be part of the solution.” To 
be part of the solution, one must 
be aware of, recognize and under-
stand the problem. It may be that 
you are experiencing the problem 
yourself, or it has rooted itself within 
your family, or you have given your 
time to learn about “the problem” 
at depth.

Although this problem may not 
be affecting you directly, it is the 
second largest criminal industry 
in the world, and sadly, is on the 
rise. It yields the criminals in this 
illicit, highly organized industry 
approximately $32 billion to $150 
billion per year. Almost every coun-
try around the world is affected by 
human trafficking.

Westlake Kiwanian and WHS assistant principal Ned Lauver, 
Kiwanian and WPD auxiliary officer Rick Grane, Grace Baker and 
Alyssa Gruttadauria with a Kiwanis for K-9s poster.

Westlake students’ projects help Kiwanis K-9 effort

 » See VFW page 2

by KAREN DERBY

“M  y great-grandfather 
was living in a small 

farming village in German-
speaking Czechoslovakia. He 
was approached by the Nazi 
party, who demanded that 
he join the Nazi cause. My 
great-grandfather refused.”

So begins the moving 
essay, written by Bay High 
senior Aurora Fleming, 
which finished in the top 10 
out of nearly 3,300 entries 
in the Stop the Hate Youth 
Speak Out competition 
sponsored by the Maltz 
Museum of Jewish Heritage 
in Cleveland.

Aurora  stumbled 
across the contest when 
looking for scholar-

ship opportunities. The 
theme resonated with 
her, not only because of 
her great-grandfather’s 
history in resisting the 
Nazis, but also because 
of her experience as an 
exchange student in 
Germany during her high 
school junior year.

Bay High student a 
finalist in Maltz Museum’s 
‘Stop The Hate’ awards

Aurora Fleming

 » See MALTZ page 2

Bay fundraiser 
is far out, man!

Jim Potter, Brian Cruse and Linda Potter show off their hip 1960s fashions during the 
Back to Bay’s Future benefit at Lakewood Country Club on April 29. More on page 10.
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 

community newspaper and website written by,  for 

and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  

providing perspectives and information about topics and 

events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 

Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 

the community through citizen participation of the 800+ 

community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 

residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources and list the 
photographer of photos.

• Don’t use stories to promote a business – that’s what 
ads are for.

• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 
wbvobserver.com.

• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 
along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics, content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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PART-TIME 
SALES REP
Love the Observer?       

You can help us grow! 
We’re looking for a friendly, community-

minded individual who wants to make extra 
income while promoting the Observer to local 

businesses.
Set your own schedule; work at your own pace.

Experience a plus, but not a requirement. 
Work with nice people and help support the 

most popular newspaper in Westlake and 
Bay Village!

Interested? Send us an email at: 
staff@wbvobserver.com

UNITY from front page

community fostering a longstanding 
commitment of helping our veterans, 
their families and children.

The VFW will hold its annual 
iconic “Buddy Poppy” fundraising 
event on May 19 and May 20 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the following busi-
nesses: Java Bay Coffee Shop in Bay 
Village, Westlake Drug Mart, Westlake 
Giant Eagle and Westlake Walgreens. 
The poppy was selected as a symbol 
in honor of the famous WWI poem “In 
Flanders Fields.”

Please consider a donation as you 
patronize these stores and surround-
ing businesses. Our membership can 
only cover so much due to available 
resources; in essence we have in the 
past overlooked many critical areas in 
our community. Also, corporate and 
legal restrictions limit our efforts. 

Finally, technology has continued to 
replace cash or change, an obstacle 
to any related activity. 

Due to this problem, we encour-
age local area businesses to consider 
making a direct donation to the Bay 
Village VFW Post 9693, P.O. Box 40185, 
Bay Village, OH 44140. Any amount 
would be welcomed because it is the 
thought of helping our veterans that 
counts. Our Post has a Tax ID and any 
corporate donations are tax deduct-
ible. Once received, a receipt and per-
sonal ”Thank You” will be provided. 

Remember the words of Lt. Col. 
George Goodson of the U.S. Marine 
Corps: “A veteran is someone who, 
at one point, wrote a blank check 
made payable to ‘The United States 
of America’ for an amount of ‘up to 
and including their life.’” That is the 
true definition of HONOR! Our local 
veterans join me in thanking you in 
advance for your support. 

VFW from front page

by MARY ESSIG

Research shows that parents are the 
number one anti-drug. The West-
lake Council of PTAs will host a 

presentation by a local expert on what to 
say to your kids, preschool to high school.

Nancy Pommerening, founder of the 
non-profit organization Drug Awareness 
and Prevention Inc. (DAP), will be coming 
to the Westlake High School Perform-
ing Arts Center, 27830 Hilliard Blvd., on 
Wednesday, May 10, at 6:30 p.m. This pro-
gram is free for parents with children of 
all ages.

In the summer of 2008, Mrs. Pom-
merening founded DAP with a mission to 
lessen the demand for illicit drugs. “Gen-
eration Rx believes using medications 
prescribed by a doctor to another family 
member is a safe way to get high. They are 
wrong. Rx drug addiction to opiate-based 
pain pills has been linked to heroin addic-
tion,” warns Mrs. Pommerening. “Since 

2007, unintentional drug poisoning has 
become and continues to be the leading 
cause of injury death in Ohio, surpassing 
motor vehicle crashes and suicide.”

Mrs. Pommerening’s presentation 
will help parents navigate questions about 
legal and illegal substances our children 
are exposed to, earlier than we think, and 
how to talk to our children about substance 
abuse and prevention. The sooner our 
children hear the message, the less likely 
they are to begin using and abusing any 
substances.

Join us for an honest discussion, get 
your questions answered, and leave with 
tools to use in your home to help your child 
move confidently through their school 
years.

Westlake Council of PTAs is happy 
to be able to provide this program for all 
who can make a difference in a child’s life. 
If you have any questions about the pro-
gram, contact Dawn Evans, devansbk@
gmail.com. 

Parents are the anti-drug: Westlake 
program focuses on preventionHuman trafficking is a seri-

ous crime, it is an injustice and 
it is a violation of human rights. 
It is modern-day slavery, and 
involves the use of fraud, force 
or coercion. Often the news, 
highlighting crime and violence, 
can have a negative effect on us. 
We may feel deeply saddened, 
bringing along with it feelings of 
helplessness. 

What can be done to allevi-
ate feelings of helplessness and 
return us to capability? This 
is a global problem that hurts 
many, specifically women and 
children.

Come listen, ask ques-
tions, learn, get ideas and act, to 
become part of the solution to 
end human trafficking. Human 
trafficking is the topic at Unity 
Responds on Thursday, May 11, 
7 p.m., at Unity Spiritual Center 
of Westlake. This informative 
program will be the first of three 
scheduled Unity Responds pro-
grams. Body Positivity on Aug. 
10 and Gender Equality on Oct. 
11 are next on the agenda of this 
new seminar series.

Joan Clark, chair of West 
Shore Allies Against Human 
Trafficking, and Lois Krebs of 
Cleveland Swedenborg Chapel, 
will present statistics on the 
frequency of human trafficking, 
male versus female victimiza-
tion, and talk about organiza-
tions in various geographic 
locations working on solutions. 
Ms. Krebs will present a docu-
mentary focusing on the exploi-
tation of Latino immigrants, 
and a Q & A will round out the 
evening. 

The program is free and 
open to the public. Love offer-
ings are accepted, and all pro-
ceeds will be shared with The 
Collaborative to End Human 
Trafficking. For more informa-
tion, go to unityspiritualcenter.
com or call 440-835-0400. Unity 
of Westlake is located at 23855 
Detroit Road. 

by GARY WEILAND

Bethesda-on-the-Bay Lutheran 
Church will formally welcome its 
new pastor, the Rev. Angela Jean 

Freeman-Riley, at a Festival Celebration 
and Installation at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 7. A reception will follow the Instal-
lation Service. The public is welcome to 
attend.

Pastor Angela arrived at Bethesda 
Feb. 20 following a 16-month search led 
by the church’s nine-member Call Com-
mittee. Bethesda’s long-time pastor, the 
Rev. Dennis Stylski, retired Oct. 1, 2015, 
after 38 years of service at Bethesda.

Pastor Angela most recently served 

as the part-
time inter-
im pastor 
at Trinity 
Lutheran 
Church in 
Lakewood 
after the 
retirement 
of their 
pastor of 
25 years. 
F r o m 
2 0 1 2 -
2015, she 

was co-pastor at the Lutheran Church 
of Honolulu in Hawaii. Before moving to 
Hawaii, she served seven years as pastor of 
First Lutheran Church in Malden, Massa-
chusetts. She also was a community devel-
opment pastor in Marshfield, Massachu-
setts, an intern pastor at the International 
Church of Copenhagen in Denmark, and 
an intern at the famous Thomaskirche 
(St. Thomas Church) in Leipzig, Germany, 
where Johann Sebastian Bach had served 
as music director.

Celebrating its 70th anniversary, 
Bethesda-on-the-Bay Lutheran Church 
holds Sunday services at 8:30 a.m. and 
11 a.m. For more information, visit  www.
bethesdaonthebay.org or call the church 
office at 440-871-2276. Bethesda-on-the-
Bay is located at 28607 Wolf Road. 

Bethesda 
hosts Festival 
Celebration 
for new pastor

Rev. Angela Jean 
Freeman-Riley will be 
formally welcomed to 
Bethesda-on-the-Bay 
Lutheran Church on May 7.
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by LOUISE 
SEEHOLZER

The knowledgeable 
and engaging art 
historian, Sean 

Crum, will enlighten and 
entertain his audience on 
“The Glory of the Gothic: 
the Great Gothic Cathe-
drals” on Tuesday, May 
16, at 7 p.m., at Westlake 
Porter Public Library.

The West lake-
Westshore Arts Council 
is sponsoring Crum’s 
presentation, which will 
review the development 
of Gothic cathedrals 
of late Middle Ages in 
Europe as masterpieces 
of art, architecture and 
engineering. His abil-
ity to colorfully present 
information and elicit 
smiles enables Crum’s 
audience to absorb and 
enjoy his topic.

Gothic architec-
ture references a style 
of architecture used in 
Western Europe between 
the 12th and 15th cen-
turies. Pointed arches, 
flying buttresses, and 
high curved ceilings 

characterize this style. 
A visit to a gothic cathe-
dral would be a common 
item on an itinerary for 
European tourists.

Crum, a profes-
sional artist and musi-
cian for over 40 years 
and a professional art 
historian for 30 years, 
received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree from 
Cleveland State Univer-
sity and a Master of Art 
degree from Case West-
ern Reserve University.

His credits include 
over 35 art and educa-
tional awards, being 
featured in 12 one-man 
shows, and accepted 
in more than 50 juried 
shows. Numerous col-
lections have his work, 
including Patricia Hea-
ton’s collection and 
The Excalibur Hotel in 
Las Vegas. Crum has 
conducted tours at the 
Cleveland Museum 
of Art and has done 
numerous workshops 
and demonstrations for 
various organizations. 
He retired from teaching 
art and art history for 

North Ridgeville High 
School in 2012. He is 
currently teaching art 
history for the Center 
for Life Long Learning 
at Lorain County Com-
munity College.

The WWAC brings 
Crum back “by popular 
demand” following a 
2016 WWAC program he 
gave on Impressionist-
era artists, which com-
pletely captivated his 
audience. The WWAC 
s p o n s o r s  n u m e r-
ous interesting and 
entertaining programs 
throughout the year and 
provides them free to the 
community. 

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A QUALIFYING LENNOX® HOME COMFORT SYSTEM.

THIS IS WHAT 
ULTIMATE 
COMFORT 
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Another way we make 
you feel better.
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Offer expires 6/9/2017.
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©2017 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses. 
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Classes begin May 30, June 12 and July 3

Where futures begin SM

www.tri-c.edu/summer
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Tri-C has the lowest tuition in Northeast Ohio so you can earn college  
credits and save money this summer. Credits transfer seamlessly to  
four-year colleges and universities.

Be SMART
for SUMMER

Art historian puts Gothic 
cathedrals in the spotlight

WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL

Sean Crum will visit 
Westlake Porter Public 
Library to discuss 
Gothic cathedrals.
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

“Be the change you wish to see 
in the world.” This is a motto I 
try very hard to live by, and to 

teach my children. I especially take this to 
heart as I go about my day and see litter 
on my street, in my neighborhood, and 
in my city. While I do not want to pick up 
that litter, I do, because that’s what I want 
everyone to do. If I don’t do it, why would 
anyone else?

This column is somewhat of a follow-
up to my column in the last issue, about 
plastics in our rivers, lakes and oceans. 
Last week, my family and I were fortunate 
to vacation in Florida. We were on the east 
coast of Florida, near Delray Beach. This is 
a wonderful area of Florida if you haven’t 
been, as there are lots of great restaurants, 
shopping, ice cream, etc. However, along 
with great places to frequent comes lots of 
waste, especially single-use plastic waste.

My sister, my two daughters and I took 
a short stroll on the beach one day, and it 
turned into an impromptu beach cleanup. 
We did not set out to pick up trash, but 
could not help it. As we started walking, 
one of my daughters pointed out a plastic 
straw, so we picked it up. Soon, it became a 
mission for each of us to find plastic littered 
along the beach – and unfortunately there 
was plenty.

Almost all of what we found was 
plastic. Some of it was in its original form, 
and some of it was pieces of plastic. We 

found straws, broken beach toys, plastic 
bottles of all sizes, lots of plastic bottle 
caps, plastic forks, fishing line and more. 
When I say our beach stroll was short, I 
mean short; I don’t think we even went 
a quarter-mile. We had to head back to 
dispose of the trash we found, as we could 
no longer carry it.

What if every time people found litter, 
they picked it up? How much plastic could 
we prevent from getting into Lake Erie? My 
guess is we’d make a pretty good dent in 
what gets out into the lake. So many plas-
tics end up there because they were sitting 
on a street or on a lawn, and got blown or 
washed into the storm sewer drain, and 
right out into the lake. How many times do 
you walk by a plastic bag caught in a tree? 
Or a plastic water bottle on the street? Pick-
ing up litter in your daily life is performing a 

beach cleanup every day.
Along with picking up litter as you 

come across it, another important thing 
to do is refuse single-use plastics. I feel 
like I’ve written that a million times in this 
column, and I’ll probably write it a million 
more. Refusing single-use plastics is the 
best way to keep plastic pollution out of 
our landfills and waterways. I am happy 
to report that I have become much better 
at refusing plastic straws. While on vaca-
tion and eating out multiple times, I made 
sure that when ordering, I said, “No straws 
please.” I also requested that my children 
be served their beverage in a glass, and not 
the single-use plastic cups with lids that so 
many restaurants give to kids.

Be the change you wish to see in the 
world. Pick up litter when you see it, and 
teach your children to do the same! 

Be the change
THE GREEN REPORT

“As I stood in the Hamburg 
train station several months 
into my stay,” she relates in her 
essay, “I felt I knew why I had 
come ... I saw literally hundreds 
of Syrian refugees huddled on 
the cold train station floor with 
little or no belongings. Like rip-
ples on a pond, I thought of my 
great-grandfather and how he, 
too, had been a refugee and was 
forced out of his home for what 
he believed in.”

Aurora and her German 
host family went on to collect 
clothing and other supplies, 
and then brought them back to 
the refugees at the train station. 
She said floods of refugees were 
everywhere in Germany, even at 
the school she attended. Those 
encounters brought global par-
ticipation and perspective into 
sharp focus for her.

 “Most people, especially in 
the U.S., believe we’re insulated 
from these problems outside 
our country and that we are not 
connected to them,” she said. “If 
we were all more informed, if 
these issues were talked about 
more, there would be less hate, 
more understanding, and a 
lot of the problems would be 
solved.”

Aurora received a $500 
scholarship, but she said the 
experience of presenting her 
essay to an audience of about 500 
at the awards ceremony, taking 
interview questions, and meeting 
award-winning television jour-
nalist Lori Stokes (daughter of 
former U.S. Congressman Louis 
Stokes) was rewarding in itself.

Jeffery Allen, Maltz Museum’s 
director of education, explained 
that the contest is about more 
than recognizing and evaluating 
instances of discrimination. “We 
want students to recognize they 
have agency and a voice,” he said. 
“We encourage them to see the 
role they can play in creating a 
more inclusive future.”

Aurora has also shared her 
experience and views with others 
through her school’s Team Africa 
club.

“I speak so that my expe-
riences may inspire others to 
engage, and so that our world 
may ultimately become a small-
er and more tolerant place,” she 
said.

Aurora is a member of 
the National Honor Society 
and played tennis at Bay High. 
Although she didn’t speak or 
understand German when she 
decided to study in that country, 
she learned the language during 
her year abroad. She will enroll 
in The Ohio State University next 
year to major in German and 
minor in French. She resides in 
Bay Village with her parents, Jen-
nifer and Kyle Fleming, and her 
younger brother. 

Access this story at wbvob-
server.com to read Aurora’s full 
essay.

MALTZ from front page
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A sampling of the litter found on a Florida beach.

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

Highlighting the work of BAYarts’ 
preschool programs, “A Lifetime 
of Art Begins Here” art show is 

on display now through May 8. The chil-
dren with works in the show are ages 3-6, 
which is a prime creative time. Visitors are 
welcome to come see the show, Monday 
through Saturday, from 9-5 p.m.

The BAYarts preschool classes are 
offered in areas of ceramics, studio art 
and music therapy. They are taught by 
a group of preschool teachers. The cur-
riculum stays mindful of Ohio’s Early 
Learning and Development Standards, 
and makes use of hands-on activities 
that encourage gross and fine motor 
skills. Other areas of importance are the 
development of social skills, movement, 
creativity and fun.

As a longtime preschool teacher 
at BAYarts, Kelly Kocon still becomes 
overwhelmed with pride for each of her 
young students. “The other day when 
I saw my students’ art being hung on 
the walls I literally had tears in my eyes 
because it looked so beautiful. Noth-
ing beats children’s art. It can brighten 
any day. I am incredibly proud of my 
art students, and I think they are pretty 
proud and excited for their upcoming 
art show. They have all come so far from 
the time they started their art classes 
in the fall.”

The art classes include not just basic 
drawing and painting, but printmaking, 
ceramics, crafts and more. And this variety 

is reflected in this current art show, with 
stamped pottery, watercolor self-portraits, 
tissue paper water lilies and brightly 
painted fish.

“Kids come to class and have a 
chance to use many mediums they may 
have never used, like acrylic paints, 
sharpies, canvases, glitter, and watercol-
ors,” says Kocon, who jokes that they also 
have aprons, which they always make 
use of in class. “By this time in the year 
most of them have developed scissor 
skills, and they are able to hold pencils, 
markers, and paint brushes properly. ... 
Most importantly, they have developed 
friendships with their classmates.”

Inspiration for Kocon’s classes are 

sometimes drawn from her adult art 
interests, which are a way to begin 
introducing great art examples to chil-
dren. “We also base some of our art off 
of master artist work. Some that we have 
discussed this year are Henri Matisse, 
Vincent Van Gogh, Alexander Calder, 
Dale Chihuly, and my personal favor-
ite, Frida Kahlo.” The previously men-
tioned water lilies are certainly inspired 
by none other than the Impressionist 
Claude Monet.

Another BAYarts preschool teacher 
is Jaime Alspach, a board-certified 
music therapist. She sees how positive 
and valuable the entire slate of classes 
are for children and their families. “Pre-
school music classes at BAYarts allow 
children to grow in all areas of early 

childhood development in a natural, 
arts-based environment. The children 
participate in singing, instrument play-
ing, and moving to music, and often 
create their own music!”

The playful nature of the classes can 
be heard every week in class, and are 
reflected in the vivid swirls of color on the 
gallery walls for the show.

Aside from these levels of mood and 
creativity, Alspach reminds of the techni-
cal skills that can be observed from the 
artwork. “Through all of these play-based 
experiences, they have opportunities to 
develop their communication and lan-
guage skills; work on academics such as 
colors, numbers and letters; use their fine 
and gross motor skills; and develop their 
self-confidence.” 

An art show highlights the work of 
BAYarts’ preschool programs.

BAYarts show features preschool art
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SAVE

FREE appraisal of your home  
with any closed mortgage

Affordable Home Loans
Purchase or Refinance your home with Cardinal

> FREE Mortgage Check-up
> FREE Purchase Pre-Approval
> FREE Financial Counseling

Get Started! Call or stop in to apply with one of our loan officers.

Patrick Flynn  |  440-266-2226  |  NMLS#1140903
Email: PFlynn@CardinalCU.com
Westlake Branch: 26931 Detroit Rd.

$300
Anyone can join for $5. Cardinal Credit Union membership is open to anyone who lives, works, worships or attends school  
in Lake, Geauga, Cuyahoga, Ashtabula, Portage, Summit, Mahoning, Trumbull, or Columbiana counties.

 *$300 value, must finance with CCU. Rates and terms subject  to change without notice. Other interest rates and terms may apply. 
Interest rate offered may depend on certain minimum credit scoring qualification. To take advantage of this offer, a checking account 
and automatic transfer is required. Business transacted at Cardinal Credit Union is governed by the laws of the State of Ohio.

By members choice, your deposits are insured by American Share Insurance up to $250,000 per account. This institution is not 
federally insured. MEMBERS’ ACCOUNTS ARE NOT INSURED OR GUARANTEED BY ANY GOVERNMENT SPONSORED AGENCY.

NMLS#536937

by DAVID SACCO

The WestShore 
L i o n s  C l u b 
is requesting 

your assistance in a 
very important proj-
ect that will enhance 
the safety of the chil-
dren within the cities 
of Westlake and North 
Olmsted.

Club members 
have undertaken a 
project to provide 
“Safety  Buckets” 
for each classroom, 
office and support 
room in the Westlake 
and North Olmsted 
public school districts. 
These will be used in 
the event of an emer-
gency during the peri-
ods when the school 
building are open.

The buckets will 
contain materials 
that could be used 
in the event of an 
emergency or natural 
disaster and the list of 
items were developed 
by safety officers in 

the school systems. 
Each bucket would be 
under the direction of 
the classroom teacher. 
It will be covered with 
a canvas cover, and 
could easily be stored 
under a desk or in a 
classroom closet.

Suggested items 
included: duct tape 
(which could be used 
as a medical tape), 
hammers  (which 
could be used for 
escape), Ace bandag-
es, plastic trash bags, 
toilet paper, fleece 
throw blankets, and 
bottled water.

Club members 
began asking for dona-
tions in late summer 
of 2015 within their 
various communities, 
from various vendors 
to assist in this goal.

To date, all item 
categories are near 
completion with the 
exception of dona-
tions for the hammers, 
fleece blankets and 
bucket covers. 

Our club is small 
(four members) and 
our revenues are very 
minimal, but our 
hearts are big. There-
fore we are seeking 
revenue assistance for 
the purchase of these 
final items to com-
plete our very worthy 
project in assisting 
for the safety of our 
schoolchildren in the 
event of a future emer-
gency.

We have obtained 
written estimates 
that would amount 
to the sum of $3,946 
and would appreciate 
any donations toward 
that goal. You can 
show your support by 
visiting GoFundMe.
com/p/5m4p.

Once anticipated 
revenues are received 
for this amount, the 
fundraising account 
will be closed and the 
project will be com-
pleted with the deliv-
ery of the equipped 
buckets. 

WestShore Lions create 
GoFundMe account to assist 
with safety bucket projectby MICHAELA KEKEDY

To raise awareness 
of building safety in 
both residential and 

commercial construction, 
the City of Westlake’s Build-
ing Department is again 
joining jurisdictions around 
the world participating 
in the International Code 
Council’s (ICC) Building 
Safety Month in May.

Building Safety Month 
is a public safety awareness 
campaign to help individu-
als, families and businesses 
understand what it takes to 
create safe, affordable and 
energy-efficient homes and 
buildings.

“This event is the largest 
public awareness campaign 
the Building Department 
hosts annually. Our primary 
goal is to educate residents, 
contractors and businesses 
of our responsibilities to the 
community,” said Donald 
Grayem, Director of Inspec-
tions for the City of Westlake. 
“We also want to underscore 
the importance of comply-
ing with building codes to 
ensure all construction in 
the city is safe, bring people 

into City Hall to obtain per-
mits, and to be an easily 
accessible resource for con-
struction questions.”

The ICC is a U.S.-based 
membership association 
that created Building Safety 
Month as a public service 
to promote safety in the 
built environment. Coun-
cil members developed 
the family of international 
codes and standards used 
in the design, build and 
compliance to construct 
safe, affordable and resilient 
structures. Most U.S. com-
munities use the Council’s 
codes.
Different Topics Each 
Week Highlight Vital 
Information

The 2017 theme is 
“Code Officials – Partners in 
Community Safety and Eco-
nomic Growth.” Each week 
focuses on a specific theme 
during the month: “Men-
toring the Next Generation 
of Building Professionals”; 
“Building Design Solutions 
for All Ages”; “Manage the 
Damage – Preparing for 
Natural Disasters”; and 
“Investing in Technology for 
Safety, Energy & Water Effi-

ciency.” The department has 
provided convenient links to 
the ICC’s articles, suggested 
activities, and other resourc-
es for homeowners, contrac-
tors, schools and community 
organizations for each week 
at www.cityofwestlake.org/
Building-Safety-Month.
Complying with Building 
Codes Saves Lives and 
Money

Homes and buildings 
that are built in compliance 
with building safety codes 
result in resilient structures 
that minimize the risks of 
death, injury and property 
damage. These safe struc-
tures tend to lower tax insur-
ance costs, resulting in great 
savings to property owners.

Based on building 
science, technical knowl-
edge and past experiences, 
model building codes pro-
vide protection from man-
made and natural disas-
ters, building public health 
and reducing property 
losses. The codes address 
all aspects of construc-
tion, from structural to fire 
prevention, plumbing and 
mechanical systems, and 
energy efficiency. 

Westlake recognizes 
Building Safety Month

by LORILYNN WOLF

Connecting for Kids has received a $500 grant 
from the Westlake-Bay Village Rotary Club to 
provide 20 Wandering Safety Kits to help area 

families protect their children from the dangers of 
wandering. Research suggests that more than half of 
all children with an autism spectrum disorder diag-
nosis and many more children with other diagnoses, 
including Down syndrome, anxiety, ADHD and intel-
lectual disabilities, engage in wandering behaviors.

“We distributed kits at our Meet and Greet event last 
year and so many families wanted one that we quickly 

ran out,” said Sarah Rintamaki, executive director of 
Connecting for Kids. “This year, we again wanted to 
make the Wandering Safety Kits available at this event 
as wandering is a major concern among our families.”

“We are grateful that the Westlake-Bay Village 
Rotary Club stepped in with a generous grant that 
enabled us to provide Wandering Safety Kits at 
this year’s event,” said Andrew Mangels, director 
of the Westlake Porter Public Library and board 
president of Connecting for Kids. “The Safety Kit 
includes GE door/window alarms, an ID bracelet, 
four laminated stop sign visuals and guide with 
tips and information for parents.” 

Rotary club provides grant for 
Wandering Safety Kits

The Wandering Safety Kit includes door/window alarms, 
an ID bracelet, stop sign visuals and guide with tips and 
information for parents.
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by MARY BETH 
SCHNEIDLER

On Friday, April 28, 
Arbor Day, West-
lake’s fifth-grade 

students at Dover Interme-
diate School participated in 
a tree planting and award 
ceremony that was held at 
their school.

Led by Mayor Dennis 
Clough, Service Director Paul 
Quinn III, Urban Forestry 
Manager Stan Barnard, Tree 
Commission Chairperson 
Mary Beth Schneidler, and 
DIS Principal Alex Fleming, 
the students were invited 
to create posters depicting 
“Why trees are important 
to me!” Their posters were 
judged by Tree Commis-
sion members John Walz, 
Margie Rossander, Diane 
Morris, Justin Parks, Mary 
Beth Schneidler and Stan 
Barnard.

Over 70 posters were 
submitted with six win-

ners being selected. The 
top posters were submitted 
by: Marisa Cutter, Aubrie 
Graber, Anastasia Boursinos, 
Alex Spring, Olivia Gentry 
and Ella Navratil. At the tree 
planting, each of the win-
ners received a proclama-
tion from the mayor along 
with a ribbon recognizing 
their achievement. All of the 
posters will be on display 
for one week at the Westlake 
Recreation Center beginning 
May 1.

Following the awards, 
each of the students who 
submitted a poster were 
invited to help plant a 
sunset maple tree in front 
of their school. Mr. Barnard 
and the Service Department 
helped prepare the site and 
explained to the students 
the proper way to plant a 
tree. All of the students who 
participated in the contest 
also received a white pine 
seedling tree to plant at their 
homes.

On the first Arbor Day 
in 1872, one million trees 
were planted. It was named 
Arbor Day since “Arbor” 
means “tree” in Latin. In 
1970, President Nixon 
declared it a national holi-
day and declared that Arbor 
Day would be celebrated on 
the last Friday in April. That 
holiday continues today 
throughout the United 
States with only two states 
celebrating on a different 
day because of their grow-
ing season ... Alaska celebrat-
ing in May and Hawaii in 
November!

Westlake has been a 
designated Tree City USA 
for 26 years and has worked 
very hard to plant and care 
for the trees in Westlake. 
Much is also done to educate 
residents about trees. This 
tree planting is just one of 
the many things happening 
throughout the city to beau-
tify our city and preserve our 
trees! 

Dover students learn the importance of trees

by CAROLYN 
STEIGMAN

The Westlake Garden 
Club recently gifted 
its 54th tree to the 

city of Westlake. Since 
its inception in 1963 the 
club has planted a tree at 
various locations around 
the city to celebrate Arbor 
Day on April 28. The tree 
that was selected this 
year is a black gum tree, 
which was planted on the 
grounds of the Westlake 
Recreation Center near 
the playground.

Westlake Mayor 
Dennis Clough presented 
the club with a proclama-
tion. “Trees have been 
an important part of the 
identity of Westlake from 
the start,” Clough said. “I 
have a great appreciation 
for trees because of their 
beauty … and because 
they create an environ-
ment that is beneficial 
and peaceful.”

Other city officials 
who were on hand for the 
event include Paul Quinn 
III, Westlake’s director of 
Public Service, and Stan 
Barnard, the city’s man-
ager of Urban Forestry.

During the ceremo-
ny, garden club member 
Brain Thompson gave a 
short talk and expressed 
curiosity about why the 
black gum tree, a native 
American tree, is not more 
common. It adapts easily 
to a variety of soils, has 
spectacular fall colors, 
butterflies love the flower 
nectar and birds enjoy the 
berry-like fruit. However, 
in order to produce fruit 
it must be pollinated by 
another black gum tree 
so perhaps one day more 
black gum trees will be 
planted to keep it com-
pany.

After Clough and 
garden club president 
Regina McCarthy put in 
the first shovelful of dirt, 
the children who had 
been at the playground 
were invited to help join 
in the planting.

For the past 26 years 
Westlake has earned the 
designated of Tree City 
USA by the National 
Arbor Day Foundation 
and the National Asso-
ciation of State Foresters. 
This means the city has 
met certain standards 
and commits resources 

to tree preservation and 
maintenance every year. 
“We are very proactive in 
Westlake. It’s a very green 
community and trees are 
a big part of that,” Quinn 
said.

The first Arbor Day 
was in held in Nebraska in 
April 1872. It was the brain 
child of Julius Sterling 
Morton, the Secretary of 
Agriculture under Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland 
and a native of Nebraska. 
Eventually more states 
and even some places 
overseas have decided 
to set aside a particular 
day dedicated to rais-
ing awareness about the 
importance of trees and 
to provide an educative 
service to the community.

According to the U. 
S. Department of Agri-
culture one acre of forest 
absorbs six tons of carbon 
dioxide and puts out four 
tons of oxygen each year – 
enough to meet the needs 
of 18 people. On a more 
local level, The Council 
of Trees and Landscape 
Appraisers found that a 
mature tree adds between 
$1,000 and $10,000 to the 
value of a home. 

Westlake Garden Club 
celebrates Arbor Day

Dare to be the LIGHT!
Services Sundays 9:00 a.m./11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

Open Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Meditati on. Prosperity Principles. 

     23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH 440-835-0400
   www.unityspiritualcenter.com

USC Observer ad.indd   1 1/24/17   11:16:03 AM

The winners of Dover Intermediate School’s Arbor Day poster 
contest join Mayor Dennis Clough in pouring the first shovels of dirt 
on a newly planted tree outside the school.

Representatives from Westlake’s Service and Forestry departments look on 
as children from the recreation center playground shovel dirt onto the tree 
planted by the Westlake Garden Club.
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BIKES & OUTDOOR
FESTIVALBody, Soul and Art

New FREE Event!

Saturday, May 20th 11am - 3pm
Bike and Outdoor Gear, Wellness and Services, Vendors,            
                                            Live Music, Food & Libations
                                                 Ride your bike or free    
                                                    parking on grass at the   
                                                      BAYarts campus.

   Village Bicycle Coop,
     Cleveland Metroparks,
       Lake Erie Nature & 
        Science Center...and  
           much more!

                 Details at
                     BAYarts.net

 

Students in Bay Village bike home from the middle school during the Bay 
Bike To School Challenge in 2012.

Bay students ride to class in 
Bike To School Challenge

The Bay Bike To 
School Challenge 
celebrates its 10th 

anniversary this year, as 
over 1,200 middle school 
and elementary school 
students in Bay Village 
saddle up and ride their 
bikes to school to pro-
mote good health, active 
transportation and envi-
ronmental awareness.

The Bay Bike To 
School Challenge began 
in 2008 at Bay High 
School and Bay Middle 
School, following on the 
heels of an informal stu-
dent-organized protest at 
Bay High School in 2007 
that saw students biking 
to school to beat the high 
price of gasoline. This 
year, the Bike To School 
Challenge returns to Bay 
Middle School and West-
erly Elementary School.

During May, which 
is also National Bike 

Month, students are 
encouraged to ride their 
bikes to school to get 
more physical activity, 
have fun and win prizes. 
The Bike To School Chal-
lenge for Bay Middle 
School began on May 
1 and ends on May 19. 
The two-week Bike To 
School Challenge for 
Westerly Elementary 
School begins on May 8 
and ends on May 19.

St u d e n t s  c a r r y 
a “Ride Card” that is 
stamped each day they 
ride a bike to school. 
When they accumulate 
four bicycle rides to 
school, students receive 
a free T-shirt. The more 
students bike, the more 
they can win – every Ride 
Card they fill up earns 
them more entries into 
a grand prize raffle that 
includes two new Giant 
bicycles per school, 

plus prizes donated by 
other program sponsors. 
Safety is also rewarded: 
Students earn twice as 
many entries if they wear 
a bicycle helmet.

May 10 has been 
designated as National 
Bike To School Day, and 
the schools expect record 
participation. On last 
year’s National Bike To 
School day, 51 percent 
of the student body rode 
their bikes to school, 
even on an unseasonably 
cold and wet day.

Overall in 2016, stu-
dents in the Bay Bike To 
School Challenge ped-
aled almost 24,000 miles 
during the three-week 
program, saving their 
parents almost $2,100 
in gasoline, and burned 
over half a million calo-
ries, the equivalent of 
over 3,300 cans of Coca-
Cola. 

by TAMMY 
BERTRAND

Dave & Buster’s 
in Westlake 
hosted the West 

Shore Chamber of Com-
merce’s first Young Pro-
fessionals Happy Hour 
on April 25. Although 
the chamber cur-
rently has four smaller 
networking groups 
called Business Advi-
sory Boards, there was 
a need to encourage the 
younger members of 
the chamber to network 
and become involved. 
The chamber still takes 
part in the monthly 

Power Hours put on by 
the Power of More; the 
Young Professionals will 
have an opportunity to 
socialize and network 
on their own terms. 

ESPN’s Megan 
Rosey spearheaded the 
event and hopes to con-
tinue to grow the group 
through additional 
social events.  If you are 
interested in joining the 
Young Professionals, 
you may contact her 
at mrosey@goodkarm-
abrands.com.

Mark your calen-
dars for the next West 
Shore Chamber lunch 
on Tuesday, May 9, 

11:30 a.m., at LaCentre. 
This lunch will honor 
Mary Marralli from First 
Federal of Lakewood as 
the Hugh and Sandy 
Dawson Award winner 
for 2017. The Dawsons 
provided many years of 
service to the West Shore 
Chamber and our com-
munity, and are remem-
bered each year at this 
time.

The lunch costs $20 
and non-members are 
welcome. If you would 
like to attend, you can 
make a reservation at 
westshorechamber.org or 
email contact@powerof-
morechambers.org. 

West Shore Chamber 
offers young professionals 
networking opportunity

Owen Riley, Samantha Brodie, Megan Rosey, Jason Leon and David 
Dragich networked at the West Shore Chamber’s April 25 young 
professionals event.
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by ALICIA GOODELLE

Happy Mother’s 
Day from Far 
West Center! It 

is a day to celebrate the 
joy and happiness of a 
mom’s role in family 
life.

Far West Center in 
Westlake is proud to cel-
ebrate over 15 years of 
offering Help for Mom, a 
mental health program 
for new moms expe-
riencing postpartum 
depression. We help 
new mothers cope with 
their own reactions, 
fears and anxieties in 
caring for a newborn 
life. For many mothers, 

the “baby blues” are 
temporary moments of 
stress and sadness, but 
for the new mother with 
postpartum depression, 
the emotional struggle is 
severe and overwhelm-
ing. “This is not what I 
expected” is often the 
call for help from these 
moms.

“We are proud to 
have helped hundreds 
of new moms over the 
years to achieve their 
best level of health 
and well-being – for 
themselves, the new 
infant and the family 
unit,” said Kelly Dylag, 
president/CEO of Far 
West Center. The Help 

for Mom program 
combines assessment, 
counseling, psychiatric 
care and group sup-
port for women at risk 
for postpartum depres-
sion. There is hope and 
recovery through the 
program, so that each 
Mother’s Day to come 
is a true celebration of 
health and happiness.

For more informa-
tion, contact the Access 
Office at Far West Center 
at 440-835-6212, ext. 
230. To make a Mother’s 
Day gift on behalf of 
your loved one, contact 
the Development Spe-
cialist at 440-835-6212, 
ext. 243. 

Far West Center offers 
help for new moms
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BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
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Expert Cabinet  
Refinishing

Neubert Painting gives you unlimited 
color and finishing options to create 
a whole new look for your kitchen — 
and at a fraction of the price of new 
cabinets. Refinishing cabinets is not 
just painting cabinets! Most painters 
paint cabinets with a brush and roller. 
Our expert painters prepare and refin-
ish your cabinets with high quality 
coatings that are used in cabinet 
manufacturing. Our sprayed finishes 
are able to give you a “factory finish 
look” at fantastic savings. 
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by CYNTHIA EAKIN

Take a slideshow excur-
sion aboard the Cuyahoga 
Valley Scenic Railroad 

(CVSR) as part of the Bay Village 
Historical Society’s May 18 meet-
ing and potluck dinner.

A representative of CVSR will 
be at the Bay Village Community 
House to talk about the history 
of the railroad and the scenery 
and wildlife of the national park 
located between Independence 
and Akron. The railroad operates 
as a joint venture partner with 
the Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park and is a premier tourist 
attraction, receiving recognition 
from local, national and inter-
national media. The CVSR Polar 

Express has 
been reported 
in USA Today 
as one of the 10 
best Christmas 
celebrations in 
the country’s 
national parks. 
The Cuyahoga 
Valley Scenic Railroad is a Class 
III railroad operating a fleet of 
diesel-electric and steam-pow-
ered locomotives.

The potluck and program 
begin with a 6 p.m. social gather-
ing, followed by 6:30 p.m. dinner 
and 7 p.m. program. The event is 
free and open to the public. The 
historical society provides the 
main course of Tuscan chicken 
with bowtie pasta. Attendees 

are asked to bring a side dish 
for 10 to share, along with their 
own place setting. Guests with a 
last name beginning with A to L 
should bring an appetizer or des-
sert, while those with a last name 
beginning with M to Z should 
bring a side dish.

If you plan to attend, 
please RSVP to Steve Ruscher 
at steveruscher884@gmail.com 
or phone 216-346-5645. 

Learn the history of 
the Cuyahoga Valley 
Scenic Railroad
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The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad is the 
subject of the May 18 Bay Village Historical 
Society meeting and potluck dinner.

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

by CYNTHIA EAKIN

The Bay Village His-
torical Society is 
the recipient of a 

grant from the Bay Village 
Foundation.

The grant will be pre-
sented on May 29 at the 
Memorial Day ceremony 
in Cahoon Memorial Park. 
The Bay Village Founda-
tion grants support proj-
ects that improve the 
quality of life and benefit 
the citizens of Bay Village.

The historical soci-
ety’s historic preservation 
committee will use the 
grant money to purchase 
a computer system, print-
er, archival storage and 
a collection and contact 
management software 

program, PastPerfect. The 
application is used by 
more than 10,000 muse-
ums. It will allow Bay Vil-
lage Historical Society vol-
unteers to properly catalog 
historical information and 
to access online records. 
It will be used to preserve 
information about the his-
tory of Bay Village and to 
continue to educate the 
public about the city.

The computer pro-
gram is phase two of 
the historical society’s 
Osborn Learning Center 
project. The first phase 
included installing new 
lighting, replacing ceil-
ings, flooring and base-
boards, as well as paint-
ing the second level and 
stairway at the center. 

Bay Village Historical 
Society receives Village 
Foundation grant

by KAREN HUHNDORFF

The Women’s Board of 
Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center welcomed 

former WB presidents, Center 
staff, and guests during our April 
Salad Luncheon on April 5 at the 
Center in Bay Village. The past 
presidents attending includ-
ed Mimi Cruse, Mady Deter, 
Carolyn Griffen, Ellie Kirchner, 
Judy Lain, Jo Theis and Karen 
Huhndorff. Each was introduced 
and honored with a yellow rose 
boutonniere.

The Women’s Board of Lake 
Erie Nature & Science Center is 
a volunteer organization with a 
rich history. Started in 1954 by six 
women, it has evolved to a group 

of women of all ages, skills, expe-
riences and talents. The purpose 
of the Women’s Board is to sup-
port Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center through service, leader-
ship, community awareness 
and fund raising. Meetings are 
held on the first Wednesday of 
the month, September through 
June, at Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center, 28728 Wolf Road, 
Bay Village.

Dr. Elberta “Bert” Fleming, 
the founder of Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center and director for 
32 years was honored in memori-
am with a cake for her birth date 
of April 5, a very fitting tribute 
to this pioneer of understanding 
and sharing nature with others. 
News articles, photos and scrap-

books were displayed, covering 
the history of the Center from its 
founding in 1945 until today.

Dr. Fleming had a vision 
for the future. It was important 
to her that children learn from 
experiences and discovery, for 
the lessons they learned in sci-
ence through nature were essen-
tial for their future based on the 
principles that learning is fun and 
children learn best by doing. The 
charter states that this non-profit 
organization will connect people 
of all ages to nature in order to 
motivate natural curiosities and 
creative abilities, encourage an 
understanding of cultural diver-
sity, and instill civic responsi-
bilities by developing a desire to 
conserve our natural resources.

Dr. Fleming’s vision is thriv-
ing in the 21st century. Today, 
Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center serves more than 168,000 
children and family members per 
year from a wide region across 
Cuyahoga and Lorain counties 
and beyond. The number of 

programs offered has increased 
exponentially with more than 
200 different programs includ-
ing early education, planetarium 
shows, wildlife encounters, field 
trips, scout programs and sea-
sonal family events, involving 

more than 60,000 participants 
today.

Stop by and enjoy this 
gem “in your own backyard.” 
For more information, visit the 
website, lensc.org, or call 440-
871-2900. 

Women’s Board salutes the 
past, looks to the future

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Past presidents of the Women’s Board of Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center were honored at an April 5 luncheon. 
Pictured are Judy Lain, Mady Deter, Mimi Cruse, Ellie 
Kirchner, Karen Huhndorff, Jo Theis and Carolyn Griffen.
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CUYAHOGA WEST CHAPTER OF THE OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

by DIANA PI, M.D.

I am the simple life.
I have but one winning for-

mula: Set the bar low; pull the 
target close; paint the bull’s eye big.

But I struggle to keep medicine 
simple. I believe, ultimately, a doc-
tor’s decision should empower and 
enable you, not enslave, and some-
times it just might take a whole visit 
to get one simple thing straight – like 
cholesterol.

Screening cholesterol for heart 
and stroke risks, we focus on two 
values: HDL and LDL (the levels are 
mostly determined by genes). LDL is 
bad; it carries cholesterol to arterial 
walls. HDL is good, it removes the 
cholesterol from them. 

To improve your cholesterol 
level, first do: exercise, eat the right 
fats, increase fiber, decrease sugar 
and starch, lose weight and quit 
smoking.

I divide dietary fats into the 
good, the not-so-bad, and the ugly. 
The good: certain vegetable oils 
(olive, corn, sunflower), nuts, fish 
and milk. The not-so-bad: coconut 
and palm oils, animal fat, eggs and 
butter. They can raise both good and 
bad cholesterol; moderation is the 
key. The evil: partially hydrogenated 
oil, a processed vegetable oil found in 
shortening. It raises the bad choles-
terol and lowers the good.

Then there are statins (e.g. ator-
vastatin, lovastatin), a class of drugs 
that targets LDL. These drugs work, 
winningly. In patients with heart 
attacks or strokes, statins reduce the 
risk of a second event and improves 
mortality. There’s no other choles-
terol drug like a statin.

What’s not so clear – and here 
is where the smart pens squirt ink – 
is how aggressively we should push 
statins to prevent the first heart 
attack or stroke.

In healthy people, we screen 
cholesterol between the age of 40 and 
75. If your LDL is over 190, we recom-
mend that you go on a statin. Below 
that, your statin need is determined 
by a risk calculator that includes: age, 
sex, ethnicity, smoking, blood pres-
sure, cholesterol and diabetes.

The American College of Cardi-
ology/American Heart Association 
recommends starting statins if your 
10-year risk is over 7.5 percent; the 
U.S. Preventive Service Task Force 
says 10 percent. The Europeans and 
Canadians use different risk calcula-
tors. Meanwhile, many experts are 
concerned (and rightfully so) that 
these calculations overestimate the 
risk of heart attack and that statins’ 
benefits may be too trumped up.

To toe the guideline, around 40 
percent of Americans without clinical 
heart disease will need to take statins 
for life. What does that achieve? 
Based on a Cochrane Library analy-
sis: if we put 100 people on statins for 
five years, we can potentially avert 
two heart or stroke events.

I agree with all the talking points, 
but for a solution? I go to the one with 
the answer – you.

Statins lower the risk of heart 
and vascular diseases beyond the 
ability to lower cholesterol, yet who’s 
to say you and I are the two percent 
who’d benefit from it.

For whatever it’s worth, for most 
of us, the duration of taking statins 
will outlast the average duration of 
marriage in the U.S. 

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

Statins: a simple proposal Tracking Carpatho-Rusyn ancestors
by JAYNE BROESTL

Did your immigrant 
ancestor come 
f r o m  E a s t e r n 

Europe? Perhaps he or she 
came from the Carpathian 
mountain region of south-
eastern Poland, northern 
Slovakia, and western 
Ukraine. One distinct 
ethnic group of immigrants 
that came to the U.S. from 
this region is the Carpatho-
Rusyns. They populated 
specific towns and bore 
distinct surnames, by 
which they can be identi-
fied today.     

Barbara Popovich, co-
president of the Carpatho-

Rusyn Society Cleveland 
Chapter, will speak at the 
Ohio Genealogical Society 
Cuyahoga West Chapter’s 
next meeting on Wednes-
day, May 17, at Westlake 
Porter Public Library, 27333 
Center Ridge Road. Barba-
ra will share her knowledge 
of when and where the 
Carpatho-Rusyns immi-
grants settled and about 
the Rusyn cultural heritage 
that their descendants are 
preserving, here in Cleve-
land. Program begins at 7 
p.m., with social time from 
6:30-7. The general public 
is invited to attend, free of 
charge.

Additionally, Cuyahoga 

West Chapter members will 
offer assistance to those 
in need of help with their 
family history research 
from 1:00-2:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, May 3 and 
June 7, in the Porter Library 
computer lab. If you have 
recorded data to a pedigree 
and/or family group chart 
for the family you wish to 
research, please bring those 
charts.

For more information 
about these programs or 
how to become a member 
of Cuyahoga West Chap-
ter, OGS, visit rootsweb.
ancestry.com/~ohcwogs 
or email cuyahogawest@
gmail.com. 

by JOHN HNAT

Bay Village Commu-
nity Theater will 
perform the next 

reading in its 2017 “All the 
World’s a Stage[d Reading]” 
series with a performance 
of J.M. Barrie’s “The Twelve 
Pound Look.”

Written in 1910, 
Barrie (more famously 
known for penning “Peter 
Pan”) takes a thoughtful 
and humorous look at 
women’s rights in early 
20th-century England.

On the eve of his 
knighthood, Harry Simms 
is full of the great things he 
considers he has achieved. 
A typist has been hired to 
answer the messages of 
congratulations. She turns 
out to be his former wife, 
Kate, now a freelance typist 
hired by his current wife. 
When Harry and Kate meet, 
the fireworks begin!

Tim Jones, Jackie 
Scheufler, Peter Toomey 
and Jessica Williams will be 
performing this delightful 
one-act reading.

Performances will be 
held on Saturday, May 20, 
at O’Neill Healthcare’s Main 
Lounge at 2 p.m. and on 
Sunday, May 21, at Mojo’s 
Coffee at 6 p.m. The public 
is invited to attend both 
performances. Admission 
is free; donations to Bay 
Village Community Theater 
are graciously accepted.

We will also soon be 
announcing the remainder 
of the 2017 Staged Reading 
series as well as our next full 
production, scheduled for 
mid-October. 

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY THEATER

Staged readings continue in May

by EILEEN VERNON

The Bay Village Foun-
dation will honor the 
Hawthorne family; Ed 

Matthews; Robert Thomas; 
and Herman and Joy Breden-
beck with permanent bronze 
memorial plaques to be 
installed at the T. Richard 
Martin Cahoon Memorial 
Bridge on Monday, May 29. 
The program will take place at 
Cahoon Park North under the 
tent following the Memorial 
Day observance at the gazebo. 
Friends of the families and the 
public are invited to attend the 
annual ceremony and view the 
plaques currently installed on 
the footbridge, along with the 
new memorials.

The ceremony features 
music from the Bay High 
Honors String Quintet – Susan 

Gallagher (violin), Anna Walker 
(violin), Christina Randazzo 
(viola), Emily Boggess (cello) 
and Aaron Risch (bass), with 
vocalists Emma Russell and 
Maggie Williams – under the 
direction of Ms. Carrie Singler.

The Foundation will also 
announce and present checks 
to the winners of the annual 
Bay Village Foundation grants 
during the program. Three 
scholarships will be awarded 
to Bay students, including 
the T. Richard Martin Memo-
rial Scholarship that is derived 
from the income of a per-
petual grant contributed by 
the Martin family. Following 
the awards all those honored 
names will be read as a tribute 
to their lives. Special notice is 
given to those that served in 
the military by a moment of 
silence and playing of taps by 

Chris Geoperth and Freddie 
Bailie to end the program.

The Bay Village Founda-
tion has been creating a beau-
tiful place to remember loved 
ones for 17 years. The Bronze 
Plaque Program was estab-
lished as a way for families 
and friends to give permanent 
recognition to Bay citizens in 
one central place. Donors that 
contribute $2,500 or more may 
request a plaque to honor the 
life and work of Bay Village 
residents, living or dead.

For more information 
about The Bay Village Foun-
dation, estate planning, the 
grant application process or 
contributions toward a plaque, 
please call 440-899-3490. 
Applications for scholarships 
and guidelines for proposals 
are available at www.thebay-
villagefoundation.org. 

Annual Memorial Day ceremony 
honors Bay Village residents

by JOHN HORTON

Two Westlake residents — 
Brian Bowles and Stepha-
nie Chrin — used training 

at Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege to land behind-the-scenes 
jobs filming “White Boy Rick,” a 
crime drama starring Matthew 
McConaughey now shooting in 
Cleveland. Bowles is working as 
a set production assistant while 
Chrin is a casting production 
assistant.

Both earned certificates 
earlier this year from Tri-C’s 
Film Crew Training Workshop. 
The College created the inten-
sive five-week course to build 
the workforce needed to support 
Northeast Ohio’s fast-growing 
film industry.

The two are among nine 
Tri-C graduates working on 
the movie: “Studios shooting 
movies in Cleveland look to hire 
as many local crew members as 

possible,” said Lee Will, program 
manager at the Tri-C Student 
Production Office. “Those jobs 
go to people who can walk onto 
a set and know what to do, and 
producers know they can find 
those skilled workers at Tri-C.”

“White Boy Rick,” sched-
uled for release in 2018, tells the 
real-life story of Richard Wershe 
Jr. As a teen in the 1980s, Wershe 
served as an FBI informant in 
Detroit before being arrested for 
drug trafficking and sentenced 
to life in prison. Cleveland is 
serving as a stand-in for Detroit, 
where only a few scenes will be 
shot, according to various media 
reports.

The film is just the latest to 
make headlines for shooting in 
Cleveland. Want to be part of the 
Hollywood scene? Tri-C’s next 
Film Crew Training Workshop 
begins in January 2018. For 
information, call Will at 216-
987-0252. 

Lights, camera, action: Tri-C 
grads make movie magic

BAY VILLAGE FOUNDATION
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A groovy benefit for Bay Village’s historic district

Marty and Jennie Mace dance while Jennifer and Dave Demaline show 
off their mod apparel.

Karen and Alex Dade looked classy and cool at the benefit.

Music by the band Morning Glory got the crowd dancing.

Brian and Lisa Cruse with Pamela and Gary Ebert (wearing his high school sweater)
show the many clothing styles of the ‘60s.

Scott “Elvis Presley” Pohlkamp takes a break from his guest performance to 
introduce event organizers Pamela Ebert and Monica Thomas.

Eric and Cynthia Eakin stopped by to check out the scene on their 
way back to Haight-Ashbury.

Susan and Steve Ruscher in their ‘60s retro outfits. 

Westlake Mayor Dennis and Virginia Clough with Bay 
Village Mayor Paul and Therese Koomar.

PH
O

TO
S 

BY
 D

EN
N

Y
 “

SG
T.

 P
EP

PE
R

” 
W

EN
D

EL
L

A fundraising event 
for the restoration of 
Bay Village’s Historic 

District in Cahoon Memo-
rial Park, was held April 29 
at Lakewood Country Club. 
The 1960s-themed party was 
the kick-off of a campaign to 
raise money for the much-
needed restoration of the 
historic Community House. 
Many of the attendees, 
dressed in ‘60s attire, dined 
and danced to music by the 
Morning Glory band, par-
ticipated in a best-dressed 
contest, bid on auction items 
donated by local businesses 
and sampled 1960s drinks. 

Those wishing to con-
tribute to the restoration 
project can contact event 
co-chairs Pamela Ebert at 
440-871-3646 or Monica 
Thomas at 440-871-2522. 

Joan Kemper and John 
Bundy evoke Kennedy-
era nostalgia.
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Log Cabin Camps
Ages 5 – 8

Select Tuesdays – Thursdays in 
June, July and August

Times vary

Science of Wizardry
Ages 8 – 11
June 26 – 30

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Space Camp
Ages 9 – 12
July 10 – 13

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Rocket Camp
Ages 9 – 12

June 16 or July 6
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center
28728 Wolf Road | Bay Village, OH 44140 | 440-871-2900 | www.lensc.org

SUMMER CAMP HIGHLIGHTS! Visit www.lensc.org for more information about 
these camps and many more!

44th Annual Phil Bova
Baseball Camp 2017
June 12-16, 8:15-4 • Ages 7 -14 
Experience Your Own Spring Training!

High School, College and Professional Instructors with 
over 200 Years of Experience • Camp ratio 1 to 8
Every phase of the game will be unveiled:

Our staff will prepare your son for the next level!
Daily Games • Individual Drills
$245 per camper includes: 

Hot Lunch Daily • Camp T-Shirt & Hat • Written Evaluation 
Individual Color Photo • Awards Ceremony

Westlake Rec Outdoor Baseball Field; 28955 Hilliard Blvd.
For Registration, Medical Forms and Discounts visit our 

Website at: www.bovacamps.com or call 440-779-1390

Named #1 
Baseball Camp of 
its kind in NE Ohio

Catered by 
Italian Creations

TEAM DISCOUNTS
Sign up 10 or more 

kids and receive 
$40 OFF per camper!

$400 SAVINGS 
per team

Summer Camps,
Activities & Programs
Summer Camps,
Activities & Programs

Promote your summer 
activities in the Observer … 
contact us for special rates 
at 440-409-0114 or email 
staff@wbvobserver.com

by MORGAN PASKERT

Spring is here, meaning wildlife reproduction will soon be at its 
peak. At Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, Director of Wildlife 
Amy LeMonds and her staff are preparing for their busiest 

season of the year. Before the Center begins to receive an increase 
in animal intakes and phone calls from concerned residents, their 
expert wildlife staff is here to debunk four of the most common 
myths related to baby wildlife.

MYTH: “Mothers often abandon baby wildlife in nature.”
Baby wildlife is rarely abandoned in nature. Mothers will often 

leave their young unattended for hours for a variety of reasons. For 
instance, a fawn lying quietly by itself with no mother in sight is 
perfectly normal. Deer do this to protect their young, as the presence 
of an adult would attract the attention of predators.

Similarly, raccoons and squirrels will frequently retrieve their 
babies when they end up out of the nest too early. They often main-
tain more than one nest or den site and will move their babies as 
needed.

MYTH: “Baby wildlife must be protected from natural dangers.”
Baby animals do not need to be protected from the natural 

dangers in their lives. Children, predators and automobiles are all a 
natural part of their urban and suburban environments. Baby wildlife must grow up 
among these circumstances in order to learn how to successfully co-exist with them. 
Growing up in the wild is dangerous, but removing animals from their parents can 
be equally as detrimental to their survival.

Eastern cottontail rabbits often build their nesting sites in “questionable” loca-
tions such as yards and open spaces. If you stumble across one of their nesting sites, 
do not move the baby bunnies as their mother will be unable to find them.

MYTH: “Wild animals will abandon their babies if they smell the scent of 
humans.”

Wild animals will not abandon their babies due to the scent of humans. In fact, 
most birds have little sense of smell. While mammals have a strong sense of smell, 
human scent is not nearly enough of a danger signal to cause mothers to abandon 
their hormonal and maternal behaviors.

A baby bird with skin still visible or covered in only downy feathers should be 
placed back in the nest or in an artificial nest. If fully feathered but unable to fly, the 
bird is a fledgling that should be left alone as it is in the process of learning critical 
survival behaviors.

MYTH: “Humans can provide baby wildlife the same quality of care as their 
natural parents.”

Baby animals will never receive the same quality of care from humans as 
they would receive from their natural parents. Human care, to some extent, is 
always damaging to the animal. For this reason, human intervention should be 
the last resort.

If you have found baby wildlife and are wondering if it needs help, please call 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center at 440-471-8357. The Center’s team is always happy 
to answer questions and provide resources to the community. 

4 common myths about baby wildlife
LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Eastern cottontail rabbits often nest in open spaces. Baby bunnies should not be moved, or 
their mother will be unable to find them.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Monday, May 1-Saturday, May 6 – 
MASCOT NAMING CONTEST – Our 
mascot needs a name! Help us find one 
by submitting a name for our puma and 
see if yours is the lucky pick! Entry forms 
will be available at the Youth Services 
Desk May 1-6, and will be judged by 
WPPL staff. The winning name will be 
announced on May 6.

Wednesday, May 3 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
CUYAHOGA WEST GENEALOGY SOCI-
ETY HELP SESSION – Please join the 
genealogy group for an informal walk-in 
help session.

Wednesday, May 3 (2-3:30 p.m.) 
ADULT COLORING – Today’s group will 
be coloring fashion pages! We’ll provide 
coloring pages, colored pencils, and 
cookies. Open to adults 18 and over. 
Please register.

Wednesday, May 3 (3:30-5 p.m.) 
DUCT TAPE FASHION ACCESSORIES 
– Make duct tape fashion accessories 
you can wear! We’ll have instructions and 
tons of duct tape in the teen area to help 
you make wallets, purses, bracelets and 
more! For students in grades 7-12.

Wednesday, May 3 (6-8 p.m.) 
STUFFED ANIMAL ADOPTION EVENT 
– Celebrate Children’s Book Week with 
us at this event. Ages 8 and under. While 
supplies last.

Wednesday, May 3 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
HORROR FILM CLUB – Join us as we 
explore some of the classic films from 
the genres of horror, science fiction and 
suspense. Children under 13 should be 
accompanied by an adult. Please register.

Wednesday, May 3 (7-8:30 p.m.) THE 
ART AND FASHION OF COSTUMING 
– Costume designer Charlotte Yetman 
will be taking us behind the scenes of 
theatrical costuming. A theatre professor 
and resident costume designer at Bald-
win Wallace University, she’ll be bringing 
some costumes with her! Please register.

Thursday, May 4 (7-7:45 p.m.) CINCO 
DE MAYO! – Let’s celebrate with stories, 
songs and a pinata! Ages 4-6. Please reg-
ister.

Thursday, May 4 (7-8:30 p.m.) ENVI-
SION A FASHIONABLE YOU – Wishing 
you had a better sense of style? Need 
ideas to make the things in your closet 
work together? We will provide a guide 
to fashion and explore your personal 
style, fit, color and more. Great for all 
ages, women and men! Please register.

Friday, May 5 (9:30 or 10:30 a.m.) and 
Saturday, May 6 (9:30, 10:30 OR 11:30 
a.m.) MUSIC THERAPY & MORE –This 
program is designed for children ages 1-6 
who are struggling in an area of develop-
ment. Join us for a program designed 
to model and teach families how to use 
music to improve their child’s motor, 
communication and social skills as well 
as behavior. Each session is 30 minutes. 
Register at connectingforkids.org or by 
phone: 440-250-5563.

Friday, May 5 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) 
PAINT YOUR STORY – Westlake’s Over 
the Moon Ceramics Studio will host this 

special preschool program. We’ll share 
a story about a very hungry caterpillar 
and then we’ll make a craft to take home! 
Ages 3-5. Please register.

Friday, May 5 (4-5:30 p.m.) 
WEIRD(ER) SCIENCE – Each session 
teaches fundamental principles in an 
entertaining format, through demon-
strations and hands-on activities. This 
month: Students in grades 5 and 6 will 
learn all about plants and participate 
in hands-on projects involving plants. 
Please register.

Saturday, May 6 (All Day) NATIONAL 
FREE COMIC BOOK DAY – In partner-
ship with Carol & John’s Comic Book 
Shop we’ll be giving out free comic books 
(two per person) while supplies last.

Saturday, May 6 (10 a.m.-noon) NAN 
BAKER – Cuyahoga County Council rep-
resentative Nan Baker will meet with you 
and answer questions.

Saturday, May 6 (1-2 p.m.) FASHION: 
HOW THE PROS DO IT – Kelly Velik-
onya Patel, store manager at Kate Spade 
Beachwood, will talk about her experi-
ences working at Fashion Week New 
York and Miami, and highlight current 
fashion trends. Please register.

Saturday, May 6 (2-4 p.m.) CARRY 
OUT CRAFTS – Stop in to see our fea-
tured craft. We have all the supplies you’ll 
need to create something fantastic!

Sunday, May 7 (1:30-3:30 p.m.) COM-
PEER DAY – Celebrate National Mental 
Health Awareness month with Far West 
Center’s Compeer Program. Fun, food, 
games!

Monday, May 8 (7-8:30 p.m.) MAKER 
MONDAY: SILHOUETTE CAMEO VINYL 
TRANSFER – The Silhouette Cameo can 
cut out custom designs on vinyl to trans-
fer to craft projects. Bring something 
you’d like to apply a design to, and we’ll 
get to work! Please register.

Tuesday, May 9 (10 a.m.-noon) 
CAREER TRANSITION CENTER: 
IMPROVING INTERVIEWING SKILLS 
– Preparation is the essential ingredient 
for a successful job interview. It starts 
with research about the job and the com-
pany and includes preparing to answer 
difficult questions.

Tuesday, May 9 (7 p.m.) CONNECTING 
FOR KIDS’ COFFEE AND CHAT – Join 
our interactive support group and meet 
other families facing similar struggles. 
The group discussion is facilitated by a 
mental health professional. This month’s 
topic: Grandparent Chat. Register at con-
nectingforkids.org or by phone: 440-250-
5563.

Tuesday, May 9 (7 p.m.) TUESDAY 
EVENING BOOK DISCUSSION – In May 
we’ll discuss “The Story Hour” by Thrity 
Umrigar.

Wednesday, May 10 (noon-1:30 
p.m.) CAREER TRANSITION CENTER: 
SPEAKER SERIES LUNCH & LEARN – 
Guest speakers present informative and 
timely topics for job seekers. Bring your 
lunch; learn and grow. Coffee provided.

Wednesday, May 10 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
SUMMER SPA-LA-LA – Say bye-bye to 

winter skin and get your summer glow 
on with this DIY workshop. We’ll be 
making scrubs for your face and feet, a 
body exfoliation bar, and a lip polish for 
you to take home. Please register.

Thursday, May 11 (7 p.m.) CONTINU-
ING THE CONVERSATION – Join us 
for discussions on serious topics facing 
parents and students. Groups run con-
currently as follows:  
   • STARTING THE CONVERSATION 
(PARENTS): Join a facilitated discussion 
with Recovery Resources on how to initi-
ate a helpful and productive conversa-
tion with your child about tough topics 
like drugs, alcohol, depression, “cutting” 
and other risky behaviors rather than 
arguing and fighting.
  • STARTING THE CONVERSATION 
(GRADES 5-12): It can be really hard 
to bring up certain topics with a parent. 
How do you express your questions and 
concerns about drugs, alcohol and other 
everyday pressures? This facilitated dis-
cussion is for youth to get perspectives 
from a Recovery Resources expert as well 
as peer to peer advice.

Thursday, May 11 (7-8 p.m.) NON-
FICTION BOOK DISCUSSION – The 
May selection is “The Genius of Birds” 
by Jennifer Ackerman.

Friday, May 12 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) 
and Monday, May 15 (6:30-7:15 
p.m.) ADAPTED STORYTIME – This 
30-minute storytime, followed by time 
for socialization, is designed for chil-
dren who may not be successful in a 

typical storytime experience. Content 
is geared toward ages 3-7, but all ages 
are welcome. Siblings may also attend, 
but must register separately. Regis-
tration begins one week before each 
session.

Friday, May 12 (4-4:45 p.m.) FUN SCI-
ENCE FRIDAY: FABULOUS FROGS – 
Join Mrs. K as we explore the wonders of 
the world. This month we’ll explore the 
life cycle of frogs. Ages 4-7. Registration 
begins May 5.

Saturday, May 13 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
MOTHER’S DAY FUN! – Join us in the 
Youth Services Department for fun-filled 
Mother’s Day crafts and activities! No 
registration required.

Monday, May 15 (7-8:30 p.m.) INVES-
TORS’ INTEREST GROUP –INVEST-
ING WISELY: IT’S EASIER THAN YOU 
THINK – George Dagnino, editor of the 
Peter Dag Portfolio, will discuss portfo-
lio management techniques and how to 
recognize a bull or bear market. Please 
register.

Tuesday, May 16 (10 a.m.-noon) 
CAREER TRANSITION CENTER: POS-
ITIVE FIRST IMPRESSIONS – People 
form an opinion of you within 5-7 sec-
onds. Get tips on the things that deter-
mine how you are perceived and how 
that perception impacts your success in 
interviewing.

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.evanced.info or 
call 440-871-2600.  

by TARA MCGUINNESS

We’re thinking summer at the Bay Vil-
lage branch library and our registra-
tion for children’s summer camps and 
summer programs opens on May 10 
at 9 a.m. Register early as the camps 
fill up quickly! Camp descriptions 
and days/times can be found on our 
website. We have a fun-filled summer 
planned so please check out our pro-
gram offerings at cuyahogalibrary.org.

CHILDREN
Storytimes are on hiatus for the month 
of May. Please join us again in June.

Friday, May 5 (10 a.m.) PLAY, LEARN & 
GROW – Children will play with develop-
mentally appropriate toys in a play group 
atmosphere while parents meet and learn 
from community health experts.

Saturday, May 6 (11 a.m.) FREE 
COMIC BOOK DAY – Join forces to 
celebrate Free Comic Book Day! Come 
in costume as your favorite superhero 
or villain and sharpen your skills in 
our action packed Super Hero Train-
ing Course. Crafts, activities, prizes and 
gaming will be available. Free comic 
books, while supplies last. Registration 
is required.

Wednesday, May 10 (7 p.m.) MAD SCI-
ENTISTS: BLOW IT AWAY – Grades K-2: 
Join us for a hands-on science program 
to build a wind-powered car. We will test 
both their towing abilities and speed.

Thursday, May 11 (7 p.m.) WHAT A 
DISASTER: POMPEII – Grades 3-4: 
Learn about the volcano Pompeii with 
hands-on science activities.

Friday, May 12 (10 a.m.) WHAT DO 
YOU SEE? CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 
OF BROWN BEAR, BROWN BEAR – 
Ages 2½ to 5 with caregiver: Celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of “Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear What Do You See?” with 
stories and activity stations.

TEENS
Saturday, May 6 (3 p.m.) FREE COMIC 
BOOK DAY – Big-screen gaming, green 
screen superhero photo booth, crafts, 
prizes, and of course, free comics! Super-
hero costumes are encouraged. 

ADULTS
Wednesday, May 3 (7 p.m.) BEE-
KEEPING ESSENTIALS – Making 
nature’s cosmetics from hive products.

Thursday, May 4 (7 p.m.) THURSDAY 
NIGHT BOOK DISCUSSION – Join us 
as we discuss “Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir 
of a Family and Culture in Crisis” by 
J.D. Vance. Books are available at the 
Checkout Desk.

Friday, May 5 (10 a.m.) BAYARTS 
BOOK DISCUSSION – Join us for this 
monthly book discussion on the BAY-
arts campus in the Sullivan Gallery. 
Copies of this month’s book, “Misch-
ling” by Affinity Konar, will be available 
at the library and BAYarts one month 
prior to the discussion. No registration 
required.

Please register to attend the programs 
online at cuyahogalibrary.org, call 
us at 440-871-6392, or stop in to the 
library at 502 Cahoon Road and reg-
ister with a librarian. 

Upcoming programs                                  
at Bay Village Branch Library

Upcoming events                          
at Westlake Porter Public Library
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Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

FREE...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

HUGE SELECTION! • Over 300 Lamps In Stock! • www.whitmerslighting.com

Expires  June 1, 2017.  Limit 1 Item per Person.
All Previous Sales Excluded. Valid only with coupon.

30655 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH 44145

HOURS: 

Mon-Wed-Fri-Sat 
  10am-6pm
Tue & Thur  
10am-9pm

Sun
 

- Closed

Starting At

15% Discount on Lamp Shades
when you bring your 
lamp base for proper fitting.

Lamp Repair

Lamps • Shades
Home Furnishings

Accessories
Light Bulbs

(Discount not available without base)

440-641-0407

$34.95

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

Get ready for another new Storytell-
ers installment, this one with the 
added bonus of: dogs.

Guiding Eyes for the Blind provides 
guide dogs to people with vision loss. In a 
heartwarming BAYarts Storytellers talk on 
Saturday, May 13, at 10:30 a.m., you will 
hear about how Brooks Almquist and her 
daughter Ava got into working with GEB, 
as well as speaker Gayle Papesh. Addition-
ally, you will meet the guide dogs: Ambrie, 
Hoyt and Chance.

Brooks Almquist has been a part of 
the BAYarts community for a long time, 
both as a volunteer and as the shop arti-
san who creates her own handmade line 
of Toot Sweet Soap Shack lotions, scrubs, 

soaps and more. 
Storytellers creator, Jessica Stockdale, 

tapped Brooks for a talk as soon as she 
found out the story they had. “I started 
seeing Brooks stop by with two cute and 
friendly dogs, and learned that she and 
her daughter were actually raising them as 
service dogs for people with visual impair-
ments. Their generosity is so inspiring, 
and I imagine it must consume a lot of 
effort and energy. I am looking forward 
to hearing them talk about what it’s like, 
as well as getting to meet the dogs they 
are bringing.”

The talk is also one being targeted 
to high school students that might soon 
have to do senior projects. Stockdale says 
she did an Animal Assisted Therapy proj-
ect in conjunction with Bay High School 

during her senior year, and Ava Almquist 
is raising Hoyt as part of a community 
service project. When it comes to taking 
on a similar project for school, ones that 
incorporate animals are always available 
and a valuable option. This talk may help 
provide inspiration to students. But the 
audience will be varied.

“This talk is not only for people who 
think they might want to take part in this 
group,” explains Stockdale. “We know 
not everyone can take on that sort of 
project, so it won’t just be informative. I 
think it will be an uplifting morning all 
around, and you’ll walk away with a new 
perspective.”

There will be information and pam-
phlets for anyone interested in getting 
more information about raising puppies, 
and they will be accepting donations to 
the non-profit Guiding Eyes for the Blind 
organization. If you cannot attend the talk 
but wish to donate something, please 
contact Jessica@bayarts.net. 

This free Storytellers talk will take 
place in the Fuller House on the BAYarts 
campus. 

BAYarts Storytellers features 
Guiding Eyes dogs

Ava Almquist with Hoyt, the guide 
dog she is raising.

The Bay Village Foundation will host a grand re-open-
ing celebration for the Play in Bay playground on 
Saturday, May 13, from 3-5 p.m. The free community 

event will feature food, ice cream, face painting and a bal-
loon artist for a fun-filled afternoon for the whole family.

At 3:30 p.m., the Bay Village Community Council will 
recognize the Foundation’s playground renovation as the 
Project of the Year, and Evelyn Allen as the Citizen of the 
Year. Mayor Paul Koomar will present proclamations to the 
honorees.

In the event of inclement weather, the proclamation 
ceremony will be moved to City Hall.

In 2015, The Bay Village Foundation announced a major 
community project to celebrate its 20th anniversary. The 
Foundation planned to raise $100,000 to refurbish and 
enhance the 20-year-old wood structure of Play in Bay by 
covering the railings and post caps and replacing the decking 
with composite material; and by repairing old playground 
features and adding new ones. This gift to the children of Bay 
Village was achieved thanks to the generosity of more than 
350 Bay citizens, clubs and groups, and local businesses, 
earning the honor of Project of the Year.

Evelyn Allen was chosen by the Community Council as 
this year’s Citizen of the Year in recognition of her tireless 
volunteerism in the community as a member of the Bay Vil-
lage Historical Society, Bicentennial Committee, Bay Village 
Foundation, and as a St. Raphael capital campaign planner 
and Eucharistic minister. 

Community invited to 
playground re-opening 
celebration on May 13 by BARBARA ARMSTRONG

The Wednesday, May 10, 
meeting of the Herb Guild 
Garden Club will be held at 

the Rose Hill Herb Garden in Bay 
Village’s Cahoon Park. The Herb 
Garden is located by the Cahoon 
House in the park and has been 
the longest-supported garden 
effort by the Herb Guild. Volun-
teer teams tend to the garden 
monthly, weeding and watering 

as needed.
The meeting will start at 10 

a.m., followed by a vigorous work-
out in the garden to spruce it up 
after the long, hard winter. Mem-
bers and volunteers are asked to 
bring garden gloves and tools.

There will also be a guest 
speaker at the meeting who 
will discuss healthy, orthopedic 
ways to increase your enjoyment 
in the garden and in other daily 
tasks in life. 

Tickets for the 33rd annual 
Scholarship Luncheon, which 
will be held on Aug. 2, will go 
on sale at the May meeting. The 
cost of the luncheon is $40 and 
includes a full course lunch, a 
guest speaker, a culinary tasting 
table, the annual basket raffle, a 
silent auction and a bake sale. 
This is a fun event not to be 
missed.

As always, new members and 
guests are welcome. For further 
information on the upcoming 
meeting, call or 440-582-0191 visit 
our website, theherbguild.org. 
You can also find us on Facebook 
under The Herb Guild. 

Herb Guild to prepare Rose 
Hill garden for spring

The blended sounds of piano 
(Dan Maier), bass (Ann Gilbert) 
and percussion (Bill Marx) set 
the tone for a mellow afternoon 
at the Westlake-Westshore Arts 
Council Jazz Brunch on April 23 at 
Westwood Country Club. Guests 
enjoyed music, food and drink, and 
prizes to raise funds for the WWAC 
scholarship fund.

Jazz Brunch hit 
all the right notes
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Westlake Porter Public 
Library Delivers!

If you’re a Westlake resident and are unable to get 
the library safely due to physical or medical reasons, 

we’ll deliver library materials to you! We also deliver to 
Westlake’s senior residential communities and nursing homes. Call our Outreach 
Department at 440-250-5448 for more information.

27333 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, OH 44145
www.westlakelibrary.org     440-871-2600

Outreach_Layout 1  10/23/2013  4:59 PM  Page 1

to

Living with a chronic illness is challenging for 
the whole family, but keeping him at home is 
easier with specialized care and compassionate 
support. We can make the first visit the same day 
you call for help and will continue to be there in 
person and by phone 24/7. 

It isn’t about giving up. It’s about taking control. 
If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with a 
serious illness, insist on Hospice of the Western 
Reserve. Your journey to compassionate care 
begins at hospicewr.org.

More time with 
his favorite 
ballerina.

 800.707.8922  |   hospicewr.org  |   /hospicewrNORTHERN OHIO’S HOSPICE OF CHOICE

Dedicated to Serving Seniors

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2014WBVO

Ambulette Service 
Medical and Social Transportation Services

Medicaid, private pay and many insurance plans accepted.

GRACEFUL LIVING
MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION
A leader in quality & safety.

24500 Center Ridge Rd. 
Suite 135, Westlake, OH
www.gracefullivingllc.com

440-899-2617 or 440-497-7597

by DAN HIRSCHFELD

Having had the privilege of 
accompanying my mother, 
Melba Wojcik, at the recent 

90th & Over Birthday Celebration held 
at the Westlake Recreation Center on 
April 25, I was reminded of the wealth 
of talent and experience possessed by 
our older Westlake residents, as well 
as their friends and family members.

The 90th & Over Birthday Cel-
ebration is a recognition of the con-
tribution of Westlake’s nonagenarian 
citizens, very ably co-sponsored and 
produced by the Westlake Commu-
nity Services Department and the 
Westlake Women’s Club.

Held in the recreation center’s 
Community Room, Westlake citizens 

aged 90 and over, along with one 
guest if they wished, were invited to 
attend the event. Tables seating eight 
were arranged throughout the large 
room and all tables appeared to be 
filled.

My mother and I shared terrific 
conversation with our tablemates. 
Those at our table related very interest-
ing and fulfilling experiences gained 
by themselves and their family mem-
bers. I’m confident our table wasn’t 
unique in that. I came away from the 
celebration realizing those in the room 
represented an impressive variety of 
life experiences.

The celebration included brief 
comments by Westlake Community 
Services Director Lydia Gadd, Westlake 
Women’s Club President Anne Steffen 

and Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough, 
followed by a tasty luncheon. At the 
conclusion of the luncheon Mayor 
Clough scurried around the room, per-
sonally handing individualized official 
proclamations to the numerous age 90 
& over attendees.

If I may, I’d appreciate the oppor-
tunity to sincerely thank everyone with 
the City of Westlake and the Westlake 
Women’s Club involved in making the 
90th & Over Birthday Celebration pos-
sible. The commercial sponsors of the 
celebration deserve a hearty tip of the 
hat, also.

My mother and I have been fortu-
nate enough to attend several of these 
annual events and we’ve very much 
enjoyed them, this year’s certainly 
being no exception. 

In appreciation of Westlake’s 90th & Over Birthday Celebration

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough presents a 
personalized Proclamation to Melba (Pat) 
Wojcik, one of the event’s honorees. Each 
Westlake resident aged 90 years and over in 
attendance received a special Proclamation.
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27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable

A caring and attentive staff. Around the clock nursing support  
and medication administration. And a safe and secure environment.  
These things help create the peace of mind that you deserve when  
selecting an assisted living community. At Devon Oaks you’ll find all 
these things and so much more. Stop by for a tour and experience  
for yourself all that Devon Oaks has to offer. 

To learn more contact Kathy Bultema 
at 440.250.2300 ext.4402

Enjoy Peace of Mind knowing that  
  your loved one is getting the best in care.

DEVON OAKS  |  2345 CROCKER ROAD  |  WESTLAKE, OHIO

 

Schedule your personal tour today.

(440) 937-0757 
www.roseseniorliving.com

Now 
Open!

33200 Health Campus Boulevard  
Avon, Ohio 44011

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care

Premium care.  
Luxurious comfort.

Enjoy resort-style senior living  
right here at home.

by TAK SATO

I vividly remember the evening I was 
able to finally jettison my bicycle’s 
training wheels. Neighbors prob-

ably thought Indy 500 had arrived from 
across the pond as my friends and I 
zoomed around the block; no yellow 
flag, or Mom yelling “dinner!” for the 
hundredth time that evening, could 
keep me from stopping due to unfet-
tered jubilation.

Similar exhilaration must accom-
pany a child who just learned to read 
as parents find their youngsters reading 
under their covers with only a flash-
light; words are coming to life in front 
of their eyes!

Whether riding a bicycle without 
training wheels or becoming liter-
ate, these are “life skills” that, once 
attained, are nurtured throughout life.

There is a new life skill that aug-
ments traditional literacy. It was borne 
upon the arrival of the internet (aka the 
cloud) and has made a huge impact on 
people’s lives.

It is called “digital literacy” and it 
refers to the ability to use technology 
to find, use and create information. 

Last December, 12 seniors, ages 62 to 
84, graduated from our nonprofit’s free 
“Discover Digital Literacy!” program; 
they now feel empowered to enrich 
their lives by using devices such as a 
tablet or smartphone. A new class of 
12 seniors recently embarked on the 
same journey at the Westlake Senior 
Center.

Not everyone, especially 
seniors enjoying retirement or a 
relaxed lifestyle in their golden 
years, needs the complexity nor 
the power offered by a full-blown 
computer system; anecdotal evi-
dence suggests that such systems 
can actually intimidate many 
seniors to the point of inaction.

As our nonprofit applies for 
grants so we can continue to 
expand our Discover Digital Lit-
eracy! program, we also strive 
to be self-sustaining by organiz-
ing events such as our inaugural 
“Living in the Digital World Senior 
Expo” at the Rocky River Civic 
Center on Thursday, May 4, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Admission is free and 
it features exhibitors, door prizes, 
demonstrations, short presenta-

tions and even a tablet given away as 
the grand prize!

Although Discover Digital Literacy! 
is free to seniors, each new program 
location requires 12 tablets and incurs 
other expenses. Depending on how 
many seniors go through the program 
each year, it can cost approximately 
$1,500 to $1,800 per senior when all 
expenses are tallied up. Thus on top of 
grants and fundraisers, we are seeking 
corporate sponsors. We hope to be able 
to award tablets to seniors as a program 

graduation gift so they can continue 
developing their newly acquired life 
skill.

Currently offered on a limited basis 
exclusively through senior centers in 
Westlake and North Olmsted, we aim 
to expand the program to reach more 
seniors in the Westshore area. Seniors 
discovering digital literacy should be a 
new social movement since a 2016 Pew 
Research Center survey showed that 36 
percent of Americans over 65 years of 
age do not use the internet! 

Discovering digital literacy
THE DIGITAL WORLD
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by DAN CRAVEN

With 2016 Southwestern Con-
ference first singles cham-
pion Aris Jhaveri back for his 

senior season, the 2017 Westlake boys 
tennis team knew they had a weapon 
to anchor the lineup. But with the 
2016 graduation of 2nd and 3rd singles 
stalwarts Keenan Dinchman and Matt 
Homm, major questions loomed. Below 
is a capsule of the roller-coaster first 
two weeks.
Week 1: The ‘Brick-Man’ cannot be 
denied

The 2017 campaign began at home 
March 24 against Copley, a perennial 
top program. At first singles Aris Jhaveri 
had to face an unfamiliar opponent 
who unloaded rocket serves despite 
the frigid conditions. Once Jhaveri 
locked in on the returns however, it was 
game over as he pounded his opponent 
relentlessly to win decisively 6-4, 6-1.

At second singles, Sean Padden 
controlled many rallies, but the expe-
rience and consistency of his opponent 
proved too much.

At second doubles it was a ground-
breaking performance for Leah Choban. 
Leah, a senior and three-year stalwart 
for the girls team, missed her senior 
girls season due to injury, but she 
rehabbed relentlessly to be ready for 
a comeback in time to be the first girl 
to compete for the Demons boys team. 
Playing with freshman Frank Licaurte, 
the two battled a tough Copley team 
and fought off 7 match points before 
eventually losing 6-2, 6-2.

Now down 2 matches to 1, the pres-
sure was on the third singles and first 
doubles players to lead a comeback. 
Both matches proved tension-filled 
marathons. 

At 3rd singles sophomore Kyle 
Zubricky moved from first alternate all 
the way to third singles, as he substi-
tuted for injured senior Darin O’Meara. 
“The Brick” shocked his more experi-
enced opponent with a combination 
of exhausting long rallies and strategic 
forays to the net, coming away with a  
7-6, 6-4 victory to knot the match at 
2-all.

The Demons first doubles team got 
off to a strong start, going ahead 5-3 in 
the first set before having it slip away. 
They then gutted out a 7-6 victory in the 
2nd set. The match see-sawed in the 3rd 
set and the team of Avi Kirkpekar and 
Eddie Schartman found themselves 

down 3-5. With a series of clutch shots 
they managed to get the match to 4-5. 
It was not to be however, as the Copley 
team turned the tables and broke the 
Demons’ serve to close out the match 
and hand the Demons a difficult 3-2 
loss.

The schedule offered no consola-
tion as next up loomed defending state 
champion Jackson High School. The 
action started great for the Demons at 
first singles as Aris Jhaveri methodi-
cally dissected a top-flight opponent 
6-0, 6-2.

At second singles Sean Padden 
stormed to a 6-2 win in the opening 
set, only to have his opponent turn the 
tables the final two sets.

Darin O’Meara returned to the 
lineup at 3rd singles and lost a hard-
fought duel to again land the Demons 
in a 1-2 match deficit and needing a 

doubles sweep.
At first doubles, Avi Kirpekar and 

Leah Choban proved a great combi-
nation and relentlessly ripped off 
crisp service returns, leaving their 
opponents shell-shocked 6-3, 6-2. 
Now it was déjà vu, again tied 2-all 
with a doubles match left to decide 
the winner.

The Demons’ hopes rested with 

freshman Frank Ricaurte and sopho-
more Kyle “The Brick” Zubricky – both 
with little varsity doubles experience. 
It proved a classic style confrontation, 
with the hard-hitting Jackson team 
aggressively pressuring the measured 
shot-making of the demons. The guile 
of the Westlake duo led them to win 
the first set and grab a 3-2 second-set 
lead. However, the Jackson team found 
its mojo to take the second set 6-4 and 
grab an early third set lead. But, with 
close to 40 teammates and fans willing 
them on, the Demons duo hung close 
until ... finally ... it happened again.

The “Brick-Man” karma prevailed 
and in the end had Westlake coach 
Saumil Jhaveri exclaiming “Honestly 
unbelievable. They pulled out the final 
set 6-4! An amazing upset and great 3-2 
team win, the atmosphere was great!” 
The team even managed victory in 
the exhibition singles match won by 
Demons sophomore Amin Boukzam.
WEEK 2: Avon Lake ends Demons’ 
10-year SWC win streak

The second week started with the 
Demons defeating Olmsted Falls on 
April 3. Next followed a dose of real-
ity as they were routed by Solon, the 
eighth-ranked team in the state. Finally, 
the Demons squared up against confer-
ence rival Avon Lake.

Despite cold, windy conditions, the 
level of play was tremendous, as the 
Shoremen handed the Demons their 
first conference loss in roughly 10 years. 
Three matches went the distance, with 
Avon Lake sweeping all, including a 
gripping three-hour marathon at first 
doubles. This final match came down to 
a third-set tiebreaker with both teams 
having match points before Avon Lake 
prevailed 8-6.

It stacked up as a memorable vic-
tory for the Shoremen after years of 
hard-fought losses. Avon Lake’s win 
raises the stakes for an epic duel in the 
SWC Tournament. What an incredible 
first two weeks of high school tennis! 

The Westlake High School boys varsity tennis team has had an 
action-packed start to their season.

Compelling action starts Demons tennis season
WESTLAKE CITY SCHOOLS
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Observed around the world

Lisa and Holly Mack stand before a breathtaking view of the Gullfoss 
Waterfall in Iceland. Gullfoss, Icelandic for “Golden Falls,” is a two-tier 
waterfall that sits on the Hvítá River about 50 miles northeast of 
Rejkjavik. The Mack family of Bay Village visited Iceland in April, when 
the average high temperature is in the 40s.
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O’Neill Healthcare memory support communities 
are designed for safety and comfort, and are staffed 
to care for individuals with cognitive impairments 
such as dementia, Alzheimer’s and memory loss. 

A personalized plan of care specific to each 
resident’s needs is developed based on past history, 
cognitive function and family input. 

The resident’s family also receives support, to 
learn about the disease process, how to cope with 
the various stages of cognitive disorders, and the 
changes they will witness in their loved one. 

For more information call (440) 808-5500 
or visit ONeillHC.com

Personalized memory care for seniors

BAY VILLAGE
FAIRVIEW PARK
LAKEWOOD
NORTH OLMSTED
NORTH RIDGEVILLE

Donations of household items from more than 75 people were loaded into 
two Habitat for Humanity trucks during the collection event in Bay Village on 
April 22.

Volunteers Warren Remein, Bob Flieg and Bob 
Shields helped load the Habitat for Humanity trucks.

Aubrey Crabb and Danielle Cook break down 
boxes during the paper shredding and cardboard 
recycling event 
at the Bay Village 
Police Department 
on April 22. 

by TARA WENDELL; Photos by LORI 
SPROSTY, JUDY BATTIG and LAURA CRABB

The Bay Village Green Team hosted two suc-
cessful reuse and recycling events at the Bay 
Village Police Station on April 22 in celebra-

tion of Earth Day.
From 9 a.m. to noon, Gateway Recycling 

shredded paper and collected cardboard boxes 
from residents. There was a line of waiting cars 
before the event opened, and the steady stream 
of traffic continued throughout the morning as 
residents brought in more than 8 tons of material 
to be shredded and recycled.

Gateway’s representative, Judy Battig, 
expressed surprise at the total collected weight, 
stating that it would be expected from a much 
larger city like Strongsville.

This was the first shredding event hosted by 
the nonprofit Green Team, and was made pos-
sible with support from the Cuyahoga County Solid 
Waste District, the City of Bay Village and Creative 
Wealth Associates.  

Running in tandem with the shredding event 
was a Habitat for Humanity collection from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Donations of household items from 
more than 75 people nearly filled two moving 
trucks to full capacity.

Habitat volunteer Jerry Jarc said the event was 
more successful than anticipated, and generated 
twice the amount of donations as last year. 

Residents brought in 8 tons of paper for shredding and cardboard 
for recycling.

Earth Day events in Bay divert tons of material from landfill
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by WILLIAM KRAUSE

Part three in a series about 
Detroit Road.

As earlier parts of this 
series on the history of 
Detroit Road explain, 

Margaret Manor Butler’s “The 
Lakewood Story” discusses in 
detail the construction of a 
wooden Plank Road from West 
25th Street to five miles beyond 
Rocky River. Construction of 
it began in 1849 and it lasted 
for over 50 years as a toll road 
until 1901 when the gates were 
removed and the tolls abolished. 
Butler wrote that it was a great 
boon to produce farmers who 
made the trip to Cleveland and 
that although it eased travel, it 
had several drawbacks.

One drawback was noise! 
Butler stated that it was the end 
of peace and quiet on Detroit 
with a constant stream of 
wagons, carts, oxen and horses, 
clumping and creaking over the 
planks very early in the morning 
and making the same noise on 
the return trip later in the day. 
Sundays brought a steady stream 
of carriages from Cleveland, with 
the occupants enjoying an early 
version of the “Sunday drive.” 
The other drawback she men-
tioned was the increase in the 
number of taverns and the sale 
of alcohol along Detroit. Farmers 

returning home after a day at the 
market would stop for refresh-
ment and if they stayed too long 
after dark would spend the night.

One of those taverns built 
in this era was called Harvest 
Home, the current Dover Gar-
dens building, at 27402 Detroit 
Road. A picture found in the 
Westlake Historical Society files 
puts the date of construction to 
1876 or before. According to a 
recent article in the Plain Dealer 
this would make it the oldest 
existing bar in the Cleveland 
area, besting the Harbor Inn 
tavern in the Flats that was con-
structed in 1895.

“The Lakewood Story” dis-
cusses a curious event which 
occurred during 1876 on the 
Plank Road. Republicans in 
Rockport Township constructed 
a “magnificent” 135-foot-high 
flagpole in front of the Patchen 
House tavern (which was located 
at the site of today’s Westlake 
Condominiums in Rocky River), 
complete with a dedication 
speech by J.L. Hay (who may 
have been related to Clevelander 
John Hay, Republican President 
Abraham Lincoln’s former pri-
vate secretary). A 13-story flag-
pole in the midst of two-story 
buildings of the day would make 
quite a statement!

The picture found in the 
Westlake Historical Society files 
was provided by a Mrs. Josephine 

Potter who had once lived above 
the Dover Gardens tavern, and 
who in 1980 provided the picture 
to the Society. It accompanied an 
article about “Grandpa Brenner” 
with the handwritten statement 
that the picture possibly shows 
another curious event, the rais-
ing of a hickory pole, supposedly 
in 1876, to show Brenner’s sup-
port for Hayes and Tilden in their 
campaign for U.S. president 
and vice president. The article 
accompanying the photograph 
describes Brenner as the owner 
of this early tavern which catered 
to Clevelanders looking for a fine 
meal at the end of their carriage 
or sleigh ride from Cleveland. 
An 1874 map of Dover Town-
ship shows C. Brenner owning a 
66-acre parcel straddling Detroit 
Road with a building labeled as a 
hotel and grocery on it.

The 1876 presidential 
campaign actually pitted Ohio 
Republican Rutherford Hayes 
and running mate William 
Wheeler against New York Dem-
ocrat Samuel Tilden and run-
ning mate Thomas Hendricks. A 
precursor to last fall, it was one 
of America’s most contentious 
and controversial presidential 
elections in American history. 
Tilden won the popular vote but 
Hayes carried Ohio and won the 
election with 185 electoral votes 
versus Tilden’s 184. The book 
“The Decline of Popular Poli-

tics: The American North 1865-
1928” states that during this 
period Democrats would erect 
tall hickory poles in support of 
their candidates (going back to 
the campaign of “Old Hickory” 
Andrew Jackson in 1828) and 
Republicans “liberty poles” 
with American flags mounted 
on top of them. So in actuality 
the hickory pole shows that if it 
was taken in 1876 Brenner was in 
support of Tilden and Hendricks 
and the Republicans of Rockport 
were showing their support for 
Hayes and Wheeler.

Suddenly, this homely, dou-
ble-gabled building on Detroit 
Road, between Dover Center and 
Cahoon Roads, takes on a little 
luster. It more recently gained 
local headlines when an out-
of-control stolen pick-up truck 
slammed into the building and 
seriously injured several people 
in the building. But the old 
timbers held up and the Dover 

Gardens recently re-opened and 
is back in business once again 
serving patrons traveling Detroit 
Road.

If in fact Josephine Pot-
ter’s photograph is from 1876 
it proves that the Plank Road 
ended somewhere east of the 
Dover Gardens tavern because 
there are no planks visible in the 
muddy, rutted, roadbed during 
the period when the Plank Road 
was in its prime.

However, the wood util-
ity pole with cross arms in 
the center of this picture may 
date the photograph to a later 
period. Utility poles like this 
were first constructed to handle 
telegraph lines in the mid-19th 
century and became more 
common during the turn of the 
20th century for electric lines 
so the picture may be later than 
1876 and represents the Demo-
cratic leanings of Brenner at a 
later date. 

The history of Detroit Road, Part III: 
Taverns and political symbols

LOCAL HISTORY

A photo, supposedly taken in 1876, shows a hickory pole-
raising in front of the Harvest Home tavern, which is now 
Dover Gardens. The stable to the left of the building was for 
horses and carriages of visitors.

On March 15, 2007, I presented a 
letter to Westlake City Council request-
ing that the City install warning sirens 
to give Westlake residents and visitors/
shoppers a chance to get to a potential-
ly safe place in the event of a tornado 
or citywide disaster.

At the April 5, 2007, Council meet-
ing, I asked what City Hall’s intentions 
were regarding the warning sirens and 
was told that the idea was in the Safety 
Committee. This isn’t rocket science 

– the towers/poles are there – please 
install the sirens! Heaven forbid a tor-
nado strikes while this issue is “still in 
the Safety Committee.”

The entire town of Greensburg, 
Kansas, was leveled in May 2007; 
residents credited the low number of 
fatalities (10) to the fact that they had 
20 minutes to take cover after the warn-
ing siren sounded.

This is a project that would use 
Westlake’s taxpayer dollars for the 
health and well being of the entire 
community and the people visiting to 
shop and dine. 

I checked with the Westlake Fire 
Department on April 7 of this year and 
found that Westlake still does not have 
warning sirens. With terrorism on the 
rise throughout the country, now it isn’t 
just a matter of warning against a tor-
nado – it is much more serious. What’s 
taking so long?

– Carol Corpus, Westlake

Warning sirens 
could save 
lives in an 
emergency

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

Memorial Day 2017 will 
soon be here. The Westlake 
Kiwanis Club hopes you are 

planning to participate in our annual 
community parade and service that 
day, May 29. 

Come out and line the parade 
route along Hilliard Boulevard and 
enjoy the parade, which starts at 10 
a.m. in front of Westlake Christian 
Church and terminates in Clague Park 
at the Gazebo for the Memorial Day 
services.

The parade and service will honor 
those civilians and military that sac-
rificed so much to preserve our free-

doms and protect our shores – many 
of those fallen were members of our 
Westlake community. If you partici-
pated in the parade or in the services 
in Clague Park last year, the Westlake 
Kiwanis and the community appreci-
ate your participation and hope you 
will take part again this year. 

If you missed this fun and 
moving event in the past we hope 
you will join us this year. There is 
plenty of room for various groups 
of marchers and floats. If you wish 
to participate in this year’s parade 
and or service, please contact Russ 
Milan at 440-777-2720, lr24498@aol.
com; or Rick Grane at 440-829-0974, 
rickgrane@aol.com. 

Planning underway for Westlake 
Kiwanis Memorial Day parade

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2016 WBVO

Westlake Animal Hospital offers a 
wide variety of veterinary services 
including minimally invasive surgeries. 
We are accepting new clients. 

We are American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA) accredited and offer an open door policy 
(you have the option to be present for all procedures). 
Westlake Animal Hospital offers evening and 
Saturday appointments for your convenience. 

27370 Center Ridge Road  • 440-835-3800 • website: westlakeah.com • email: WestlakeAH@aol.com 

Westlake animal Hospital
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by KAY LAUGHLIN

As sometimes happens 
after I write a story, a rela-
tion from the story finds 

me and we are able to exchange 
information and pictures. This is 
how it was with the Oviatt family 
article when an Oviatt relative 
from Chagrin Falls sent me an 
email with pictures of Dudley 
and Almira in their latter years 
and four of their five children 
– Clarence, Arthur, May and Lil-
lian (Rena is not pictured).

I was also able to find 
some of the deeds to the Dover 
Township property. However, 
I have not found the origi-
nal deed for family patriarch 
Nelson Oviatt that says whom 
he purchased from in 1825. To 
finish the story, I offer the fol-
lowing information.

Luther Oviatt, Dudley’s 
brother, who traveled with his 
parents to Ohio in 1821, stayed 
on the east side and attended 
Western Reserve College of 
Hudson where he graduated 
with honors in 1857. He went 
directly into the public school 
system of Cleveland serving as 
teacher, principal, and super-
intendent of instruction. Along 
the way two of his students were 

John D. Rockefeller and Laura 
Spelman, who in time would 
become Mrs. Rockefeller. Luther 
served as the first librarian of 
the Cleveland Public Library 
from 1869 to 1875.

When Dudley and Almira’s 
son Clarence retired, he went to 
live with his brother, Arthur’s, 
son, Douglas George Oviatt, 
mayor of South Euclid. In 1938, 
while crossing a street in East 
Cleveland, he was struck by an 
automobile and killed. His obit-
uary in The Plain Dealer read, 
“Clarence M., brother of Arthur, 
was the operator of a lumber 
concern here until 1910, when 
he joined a Memphis company 
dealing in timber. He returned 
in 1916 and looked after his 
properties after that time.” 

Clarence is buried in Riv-
erside Cemetery in Cleveland. 
Almira Phinney, Dudley’s wife, 
was born in Avon. Her father, 
Benjamin Phinney, married 
Lucretta Thompson, possi-
bly of the family that owned 
Thompson’s store on Bassett 
Road. The A.C. Phinneys lived 
on the east end of Lake Road 
(Washington Lawrence pur-
chased this property) and then 
Bassett Road on the old Caleb 
Eddy farm. The Phinneys sold 

their farm to Joseph Waldeck. 
Dudley and Almira’s daughter, 
Lillian, married Hoyt Verner 
Bright, born in Dover in 1863. 

He was the son of Laura Foote 
and Alfred Goodwin Bright. 
Laura was the daughter of  
Ransom and Catherine Porter 

Foote. This family moved to 
California. The Oviatt name 
left the village. 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

The Oviatt Manufacturing Company, Part III    

Garrett an obvious choice, 
but Browns still Myles away

SPORTING VIEWS

by JEFF BING

Okie dokie, someone needs to 
explain something to me.

First of all, why did all of the 
Browns faithful go berserk (with eupho-
ria, presumably) when the Browns 
made Myles Garrett the first choice in 
the first round of the draft a few days 
ago? I mean, this guy was consensus 
pick numero uno in the NFL for the last 
three months at least, right? So let’s tone 
it down with the pats on the back of the 
Browns’ “brain trust” (sorry, I have to 
put those words in sarcasm quotes until 
proven unnecessary – if indeed that ever 
happens). Who else could the Browns 

have drafted at No. 1? Seriously. Giving 
the Browns credit for choosing Garrett 
with the first pick would be like crediting 
the Cavs for drafting LeBron. Or Kyrie.

What the Browns did during the 
remainder of the first round is indica-
tive of why I harbor great reservations 
about Browns management. They were 
sitting at No. 12, and when Mitchell 
“Don’t call me Mitch” Trubisky was 
drafted by the Chicago Bears (who 
traded up to do so), I think the Browns 
then shrugged their collective shoul-
ders, traded down, picked a couple of 
non-quarterbacks, and said something 
to the effect of “We did the best we 
could.” So, I guess it was either Mitch 

or “Wait until next year,” huh? Conve-
nient. Very convenient.

The Browns are always talking 
about “draft capital” and its benefit in 
the future. So, my question to these 
guys is, “So when is the ‘future’ going to 
arrive, fellas?” Evidently not this year. 
So then it will be 2018, I guess? Maybe? 
You picked up more draft capital with 
another 2018 first-round pick, so appar-
ently you project 2018 as the year we 
go and get that franchise quarterback, 
right?”

That’s fine and dandy, but I seem to 
recall that a year ago, when you passed 
on guys like Carson Wentz, the party 
line alluded to the class of 2017 being 
“deeper in quarterbacks” and that 2017 
would be a better time to strike. So, even 
though I wasn’t thrilled at the prospect 
of waiting yet another year to draft the 
most important position on the team, I 
figured you guys had a plan – or at least 
a reasonable facsimile thereof. Appar-
ently my thought process and yours vary 

considerably, because I seem to have 
missed the high-profile QB in this draft. 
And here – the dummy I am – I thought 
that’s what you were accumulating all 
this draft capital for.

As of this writing there were still 
plenty of draft picks left for this year, 
and maybe you’ll still parlay those picks 
into a quality QB. But be forewarned, 
because you know that if you keep kick-
ing that tin can known as “draft capital” 
down the street long enough, some bully 
will come along (in this case, the bully’s 
name is Jimmy Haslam), take all your 
draft capital, tell you to get lost, and put 
someone else in charge (who just might 
go by the name of Dee).

In other words, you may think you 
have all the time in the world to “do this 
thing right” – but you don’t. Before you 
decide to defer to next year, it might be 
better for your professional longevity if 
you decide to – and let’s put it in quar-
terbacking terms just for fun – throw a 
“Hail Mary!” 

Dudley Oviatt

Arthur Oviatt

Clarence Oviatt

Lillian Oviatt

Almira Oviatt

May Oviatt

by EILEEN VERNON

Now in its 11th year, the Bay Vil-
lage Waterways Cleanup Day, 
sponsored by The Bay Village 

Foundation, Bay High Project Earth Club, 
Bay Village Green Team and the Scouts, 

will be held on Saturday, May 27. All 
are welcome to meet at the Bay Middle 
School cafeteria to sign in before 11:00 
a.m. Volunteers of all ages will go out in 
groups to clean up Bay’s waterways and 
surrounding areas. Children should be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian or 
bring signed permission slip.

The city provides trash bags and 
gloves for use in picking up debris 
along Cahoon Creek, Columbia Park, 
Bay Boat Club, and other portions of 
the Lake Erie waterfront. The group 
works for more than two hours and 
finishes up back at the middle school 

where The Bay Village Foundation pro-
vides lunch.

Event chairman Mike Romanchek 
and Bay Village Foundation student 
trustees, Maggie Williams, Jack Lee, 
Katherine Finley and Chris Eifert, 
will plan and deliver the lunch for the 
hungry crowd. Afterwards, city workers 
will pick up the bagged debris at the 
middle school.

Since The Bay Village Foundation 
began this activity in 2006, Bay Water-
ways Cleanup Day has blossomed into 
a well-organized twice-yearly project 
headed by Project Earth Club of Bay 

High School now under the direction 
of Bridgit McFarland, Bay High teacher 
and leader of the club.

Most years, the weather has coop-
erated, but working around the water 
– even on nice days – can be wet and 
muddy. Participants are asked to wear 
clothes that they don’t mind getting 
muddy or wet because Cleanup Day 
goes on rain or shine. Most volunteers 
wear boots and find the gloves provided 
by the city to be very useful. Students, 
Scouts, parents and other groups look-
ing for service projects are welcome to 
participate. 

Bay’s waterways to 
get spring cleaning

BAY VILLAGE FOUNDATION
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

POWER WASHING COMPANY

Call Now to SChedule: 

2 1 6 - 2 6 7 - W A S H  ( 9 2 7 4 )

•exterior home  
   washing
•driveway & 
   concrete washing
•Roof cleaning

•Fence & deck 
    cleaning
•Brick cleaning 
•Shed & gazebo 
    cleaning

NORTHEAST OHIO’S
LEADING POWER 
WASH COMPANY

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

PLEASE PROOFREAD. 

MB Professional Painting  
Interior, Exterior Painting and Power Wash.
We do commercial and residential painting. 
We also paint decks.
Clean, fast and professional.

Call today for a Free Estimate 440-429-2145

St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass
Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. 
in Cleveland, Ohio

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

PLEASE PROOF READ FOR ACCURACY

Knickerbocker Apartments 
Spring Bazaar Sale

Saturday, May 13
9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Old, new, raffles, concessions 
and more. Free admission

27100 Knickerbocker Rd., Bay Village

PLEASE PROOFREAD.
Client approval required ©2017 WBVO

600+  BEERS
1200+ WINES 

(10% Disc On Case)

Free Home Deliveries 
(Over $200 in Wines & Beers)

Wine Tasting Every Friday 
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Store Hours: 
Mon. to Sat.- 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.       

Sun. - 11 a.m. to 6p.m. 

Ross Wine & Liquor
27313 Wolf Road, Bay Village

440-892-4726

Wednesdays, May 3 and 10, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
SWEETARTS CAFE
A socialization and arts experience for those 
with memory loss/dementia and their care 
partners. It begins with lunch, either brown 
bag or ordered ahead of time from D’Italia 
Foods or Panera (fee), and is followed by an 
arts, music, storytelling or dance activity. No 
cost. Pre-register and/or order lunch at 440-
414-0434, ext. 2. 
The Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation Studio, 26040 
Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake

Wednesday, May 3, 7-8:30 p.m.
THEATRE COUTURE: THE ART AND 
FASHION OF COSTUMING
Costume designer Charlotte Yetman will be 
taking us behind the scenes of theatrical 
costuming. From historical eras to powerful 
characters, the fashion design behind these 
costumes for the stage is some of the best in 
the business.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Thursday, May 4, 7-8:30 p.m.
WESTLAKE TOASTMASTERS
Learn to overcome your fears of speaking, 
develop better speaking and presentation 
skills, think quickly and clearly on your feet, 
build strong leadership and mentoring 
skills, and open doors in your personal and 
professional life. Contact: Mary Anne, 216-374-
3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Fridays, May 5 and 12, 2-4 p.m.
CREATIVE CONNECTIONS 
Free arts enrichment and socialization cafe 
to engage individuals affected by memory 
loss/dementia. For individuals and their care 
partners (spouse, child, caregiver). Each session 
will include either music, dance, poetry, song 
or TimeSlips storytelling. Pre-register by calling 
440-414-0434, ext. 2
The Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation Studio, 26040 
Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake

Saturday, May 6, 9 a.m.-noon
FAMILY FISHING DAY
Here’s your chance to introduce the family to 
fishing! Learn about the basics at the Center: 
equipment, how to cast, where to fish and 
what kind of fish you’ll catch. Then head to 
Lake Erie to throw your line in the water. All 
equipment will be provided. Adults and teens 
(ages 16 & up) must possess a valid fishing 
license. One adult must accompany every 
2 children registered for this program. For 
families with children ages 5+. Fee: $7/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Monday, May 8, to Friday, May 12, 8 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Saturday, May 13, 7:30 a.m.-noon
WESTLAKE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE COLLECTION
Westlake residents only. No businesses, 
churches or schools. Accepted materials: oil- or 
solvent-based paints, sealers, primers, coatings, 
paint thinner, spray paint, pesticides, herbicides, 
motor oil, car batteries, mercury, fluorescent 
light bulbs. Not accepted: latex paint, medical 
waste, explosives, tires, electronics. For more 
information, visit www.cityofwestlake.org or 
call the Service Center at 440-835-6432.
Westlake Service Center, 741 Bassett Rd.

Monday, May 8, 7-8 p.m.
MECHANICAL BANKS
The West Shore Antique and History Club 
welcomes Alan Chermak, a collector of more 
than 50 mechanical banks over the last 25 
years. He is a member of the Mechanical Banks 
Collectors Club of America and attends yearly 
conventions. Feel free to bring examples to 
share!
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd. 

Monday, May 8, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
ROCKY RIVER CHAMBER MUSIC 
SOCIETY CONCERT: “CINCINNATI MEETS 
CLEVELAND”
Ohio is fortunate to have two great orchestras 

– the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and 
The Cleveland Orchestra. The Rocky River 
Chamber Music Society concert will feature 
three players from each ensemble in an 
evening of unforgettable chamber music. No 
admission charge and all are welcome. For 
more information visit www.rrcms.org or call 
440-333-4296.
West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401 
Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

Tuesday, May 9, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE RETIREES INC. (PERI) 
CHAPTER 91
Guest speaker will be A. Steven Dever, an 
attorney and board member for the Lake Erie 
Energy Development Corporation (LEEDCO). 
He will talk on the subject of "Wind Turbines in 
Lake Erie." Public sector retirees are welcome to 
attend. Light refreshments are served.
Fairview Park Branch Library, 21255 Lorain Rd.

Tuesdays, May 9 and 16, 3-5 p.m.
FORGET-ME-NOT CAFE 
Free arts enrichment and socialization cafe 
to engage individuals affected by memory 
loss/dementia and their care partner (spouse, 
child, caregiver). Each session will include 
either music, dance, poetry, song or TimeSlips 
storytelling. Pre-register by calling 440-414-
0434, ext. 2.  
The Carolyn L. Farrell Foundation Studio, 26040 
Detroit Rd., #3, Westlake

Wednesday, May 10, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
HERB GUILD GARDEN CLUB
The meeting will start at 10 a.m., followed by 
a vigorous workout in the garden to spruce it 
up after the long, hard winter. Members are 
asked to bring garden gloves and tools. There 
will also be a guest speaker at the meeting 
who will discuss healthy orthopedic ways to 
increase your enjoyment in the garden and in 
other daily tasks.  
Rose Hill Herb Garden, Cahoon Park, Bay Village

Wednesday, May 10. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
"VIRTUAL REALITY, 3D PRINTING, 
DRONES AND MORE: THE FUTURE IS 
NOW"
The May 10 NEOPC (Northeast Ohio Personal 
Computers) meeting brings our local tech 
guru, Jared Bendis. Jared is the Creative New 
Media Officer of Digital Learning & Scholarship 
at Case Western Reserve University. Join us for 
a lively look at the technologies that are driving 
our future. Coffee and snacks at 6:30; meeting 
starts at 7 p.m. For more information, go to 
neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.

Friday, May 12, 7:30 p.m.
BLUEWATER CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
The "Flying High" program includes Haydn’s 
Symphony No. 83, nicknamed “The Hen,” and 
"Gli Uccelli" (The Birds) by Respighi. Amitai 
Vardi, BlueWater’s principal clarinet, will solo 
in the sumptuous "Concerto for Clarinet" 
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. The  family-
friendly concert will last about 75 minutes and 
is played without intermission. The church is 
wheelchair accessible. No admission charge, 
but a freewill offering will be collected.
Rocky River Presbyterian Church, 21750 Detroit Rd.

Wednesday, May 17, 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
Have you ever wished you could arrange 
flowers like a pro? At the next meeting of the 
Westlake Garden Club certified floral designer 
and Westlake Garden Club member Carolyn 
Steigman will give a demonstration on the 
techniques and tricks of the trade that will 
enable anyone to create a beautiful table top 
flower arrangement. The event will start with 
a business meeting at 11 a.m. with a luncheon 
at noon and the program to follow at 1 p.m. 
The event is free and open to all and no 
reservations are required. For information call 
440 665-5463.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center 
Ridge Rd.


